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Global Week of Action Against Small Arms



The Global Week of Action Against Small Arms 6 — 12 June 2005

All over the world, activists came together to campaign against guns in the fifth Global Week of Action
Against Small Arms (6-12 June 2005). IANSA members in 54 countries highlighted the human cost of small
arms proliferation and misuse, and demanded that governments enact policies to put their citizens’
security first.

The impressive diversity and range of this year’s Week of Action highlights the work of IANSA members
to keep small arms proliferation on the agenda at national, regional and global levels. The increase each
year in the number of events and in media coverage reflects the growing demand by civil society that States
act on their responsibility to stop the disastrous humanitarian effects of small arms proliferation and
misuse.

First launched in 2001, the Global Week of Action is the largest coordinated gun prevention event in the
world. This year’s Week was the most successful ever, with events held in 54 countries from Argentina to
Zimbabwe. This report outlines the events and provides samples of some of the media coverage.

Puppet show in Nagpur, India during the Week of Action




Week of Action Events by Country

Africa

Angola

The Angolan Centre for Teaching Peace (ACTP) and the Kimabnguist Church of Angola (IKA) held a
seminar on ‘The Impact of Armed Violence on The Angolan Women in Luanda’ and met with local
authorities, governors, the police commander-in-chief, the chiefs of civil defence units and religious
leaders to capacitate and mobilize the population for practical disarmament.

Angola2000 held conferences in Kuito-Bie, Luanda and Andulo (Bié€) under the theme ‘For an Angola
without arms, secure and prosperous’. The conference focused on post-conflict Angola, awareness
campaigns on arms management and disarmament, civilian disarmament, women in armed violence
and the Arms Trade Treaty. In the Bié province, the Provincial Governor made the inauguration
speech.

Benin

A press release by Amnesty International — Benin was published in the daily newspaper, Le point au
quotidian. A radio programme was broadcast on ORTB on two consecutive days. Al Benin also sent
advocacy letters to parliamentarians, the Ministers of Justice, Interior and Defence, and the General
Directors of the National Police, the National Gendarmerie and Customs.

Burundi

Good Generation (Bonne Génération) was interviewed on Radio Publique Africane (RPA). The
programme was broadcast in French, Swahili and Kirundi. Radio Culture broadcast an interview
with Good Generation in French and in Kirundi.

A press conference and debate were held by CAP, Dagropass and Ligue
The Governmant and Iteka, broadcast on Radio télévision national Bujumbura (RTNB). Colonie
Perliementerious must support des pionniers de développement organised radio programmes on Radio
initintives to Control Arms and  |sanganiro on public attitudes toward SALW and on the Week of Action
ratify the Nairobi Protocol  agajnst Small Arms. It also distributed a press release demanding that
government and parliamentarians support initiatives to control arms
and ratify the Nairobi Protocol.

- Press Helease

AVREOQO published messages in newspapers, leaflets and on the radio and hung banners in the cities
of Kiliba, Uvira, Port of Kalundu, Makobol, Mboko and Baraka.

Cameroon

IANSA member Eugene Ngalim (CAMYOSFOP) spoke about the small arms situation in Cameroon
during the program Cameroon Calling on CRTV radio. He was also interviewed about the



international Arms Trade Treaty on CRBTV radio’s national news program and was a guest on local
radio station Satellite FM answering questions from the public.

Congo - Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC)

The Association of Congolese Doctors for Peace (Association des médecins congolais pour la paix) organised
two radio programmes on Radio Okapi and Radio Amani, which were broadcast nationally. It also
held a press conference at the University of Kisangani which was attended by 21 radio and television
journalists, as well as students and teachers from the university.

The Conflict Prevention Initiative (Initiative de Prévention des Conflicts) organised a TV programme on
RTNC II. The programme discussed the impact of guns on women and children as well as the efforts
of the Congolese government to combat the problem. It featured the Coordinator of the National
Focal Point on SALW in the DRC and Evelyne Mbata, Director of Information and Awareness-
Raising at the National Commission on Disarmament, Demobilisation and Reinsertion of Ex-
Combatants (CONADER).

Congolese Action for Peace and Democracy (Action congolaise pour la paix et la démocratie) distributed a
press release.

GRADI-Congo had radio broadcasts on both the national radio station (RTNC) and OKAPI, the radio
station of the UN peacekeeping mission in the DRC. The one-hour programmes were broadcast on
three consecutive days and addressed the following themes:

e the war and its effect on children.
e the process of community reinsertion for victims of conflict.
e therole of local authorities in preventing arms trafficking in the Great Lakes region.

The organisation also held a debate conference with 25 military officers on the impact of war on
civilians, particularly children, and community reinsertion of ex-combatants. Multiple contacts were
made with political and military policymakers to discuss measures to combat arms trafficking.

Project GRAM- Kivu distributed its March 2005 analysis of the problem of small arms in the Eastern
part of the DRC to the provincial authorities in Sud-Kivu and human rights NGOs. It also submitted
a document on small arms in Sud-Kivu to the media, and published an educational poster on small
arms in the DRC.

Cote d’lvoire

The African Union Club (Club Union Africaine) and its partners Amnesty International Cote d’Ivoire, SOS
exclusion and the Centre for Democracy and Women'’s Rights (Centre Féminin pour la démocratie et les droits
des femmes), organised a series of consultations on the creation of a national commission on small
arms, a radio programme on RTI on the proliferation of small arms in the Céte d’lvoire, and
published a joint declaration in the Ivorian press.

Together for a Just Society (Ensemble pour une Société Juste) organised a public conference on policies to
combat small arms in Céte d’lvoire. Outreach programmes for the media and parliamentarians,
meetings with the Minister of Justice to discuss laws on to small arms control and a theatrical /
cultural event on the proliferation of small arms were among other events held.



Women reporters against arms (Femmes reporters contre les armes) organised a day against Small Arms
under the theme of Small Arms and Post Conflict Development.

Ghana

The Accra Daily Mail featured an opinion piece from the Ghanaian Action Network on Small Arms
(GHANSA). The article calls for West African governments to declare support for an international
Arms Trade Treaty.

GHANSA organised an awareness-raising caravan which visited Yendi in the north of the country
and Takoradi in the west. A press conference in Yendi was reported on a number of local radio
stations, including Savannah FM and Justice FM. Press coverage in Takoradi included radio
discussion and commentaries on Sky FM, Rock FM and Radio Max.

In the capital Accra, Radios Atlantic and Joy FM interviewed GHANSA members, while TV Africa
also featured a discussion of small arms on the programme 'Media Review'.

Kenya
“Sub-Soharan Africa is
estimated to kave 36 The Kenyan Action Network on Small Arms (KANSA) received wide media

mitlion Small Avms and  coverage on it activities. Some of the media coverage included:
Light Weapons, which is

Jjust about 5% of the global e Daily Nation carried three articles on one whole page on the Global Week

stockpie.” of Action, social and economic consequences of SALW, and the role of
Daily Nation c_ommunlty based policing in curbing the proliferation of small arms and
light weapons.

¢ Sunday Nation featured stories by gun violence victims and an article about KANSA Youth
Concert in Kayole presided by Police Inspector Tom Nyabuti.

¢ Kiss FM and Kameme FM broadcast the press conference addressed by Jan Kamenju (SRIC),
Ambassador Ochieng Adala (APFO) and Peter Mbae (NCA) at the SRIC Office.

e Four FM radio stations broadcast the KANSA Public Forum during which Nairobi Provincial
Commissioner Francis Sigei delivered the Keynote Address. The event was also reported on
some TV stations. Nation TV (NTV) telecast KANSA/NCCK activities during its 1900 and
2100 news broadcasts.

Lesotho

The Transformation Resource Centre launched the report ‘Hide and Seek’, which deals with small arms
proliferation and misuse in Southern Africa.

Liberia

The Analyst newspaper reported on a three-day awareness and education workshop for rural
inhabitants on the proliferation, misuse, dangers and effects of small arms and light weapons by the
Centre for Peace Education and Democracy (COPE).



Malawi

The Malawi National Network on Small Arms held a press briefing, issued a press release and had radio
programmes run by the Centre for Human Rights and Rehabilitation (CHRR). It also took advantage of a
training session on human rights and policing for Police Executives to talk about the campaign and
lobbied with Members of Parliament.

Mali

A press conference held by Amnesty International — Mali was reported on national radio and
television. The press conference was also covered by several newspapers including the Republican,
Monde Duniya, and Nouvel Horizon. Al - Mali discussed the problem of small arms on
programmes broadcast on Radio Kayira and Radio G d'Angers. An article on the Week of Action,
the problem of small arms in Mali and the work of Al - Mali was published on the news website
www.afribone.com. Al - Mali also organised a photo exhibition at its headquarters and took photos
for the Million Faces Petition.

The Association of Women for Peace Initiatives (Association des femmes pour les initiatives de paix) met with
the national director of transport in order to make him aware of his organisation’s role in the cross-
border flow of arms.

Mauritius

MACOSS lobbied with the Mauritius government to implement the UN Programme of Action on
small arms.

Nigeria

The IANSA Nigerian Women’s Network launched ‘The Impact of Guns on Women'’s Lives’ report at a
press conference. The event received media coverage in the Daily Trust and Vanguard newspapers.

The Niger Delta Development Monitoring and Corporate Watch (NIDDEMCOW) held a press conference
on the need to control arms in Nigeria.

Senegal

The Control Arms Coalition in Senegal, which includes Oxfam, Amnesty Senegal, RADDHO, MALAO,
Afrique Enjeux, GADEC, GRA-REDEP, MJPI, AFSTRAG and R]JS, organised several activities,
including a radio report on small arms and light weapons on the pan-African 'Afrique numéro 1', a
meeting with members of the Defence and Security Commission of the National Assembly
Workshop with the Arms and Munitions Division of the Ministry of the Interior, a training workshop
for 70 teachers in Kolda, and a conference on civilian-military partnerships and human security in
Senegal.

Wal Fadjri, a national newspaper in Senegal reported on the conference on women and armed
violence organised by Senegalese Action Network on Small Arms (RESAAL). RESAAL also organised a
Day of Action for Senegalese civil society to plan their strategy for the BMS and the future.



IANSA members, with the support of Oxfam America, staffed a stand at an annual church fair in the
heavily gun-affected region of Casamance.

Sierra Leone

A press release issued by the Sierra Leone Action Network on Small Arms (SLANSA) urging the
government to review existing legislation on arms was reported in the Concord Times.

Somalia

“TFeapons flow into
Sowalia from Femen,
Eritrea, Egypt, and the
Jormar Soviet Union

countres.”™

- GLED Pross Haleagse

South Africa

"Before, if a kusband
wanted to discipline kis
wife, ke would slap hoer.
MNow Re con use a gun, "

- Daily News quoting
Cheryl Ayogu,

Coordinator, Western Cape

Metwork of Violence

The press conference by IANSA member Green Leaf for Democracy was
covered by Hamar Radio, VOD Radio, Shabelle Radio and Mogadishu Radio.
There were daily reports in the Ayaamaha newspaper, as well as coverage in
the Qaran Press. Two articles appeared in the Mogadishu Times newspaper
and the Somaliweyn newspaper published an article in English on the Somali
Week of Action. Benadir Radio broadcast a 7-minute program every day
about small arms and Somalia. The press release was published online by the
Puntland Post, Mudug Online and Marka Cadeey News.

Gun Free South Africa (GFSA) received press coverage on the high rates of
female gun homicide in South Africa. The Daily News, a newspaper in
KwaZulu Natal province, covered the story on 6 June. Joseph Dube (IANSA)
was featured on Radio Zibonele News and was also on the same station's 1-
hour talk show. Joseph Dube also appeared on SABC TV Africa.

Judy Bassingthwaite (GFSA) was interviewed on the morning edition of E-TV
and also by the Durban Independent newspaper about GFSA's campaign for a
moratorium on buying toy guns during June, South Africa's 'youth month'.

The Inter Press Service (IPS) featured an article on the launch of the Week of Action, including quotes
from Chemist Khumalo (Ceasefire Campaign) and Joseph Dube (IANSA Secretariat). The event was
also covered by all national TV. The Independent newspaper reported on Gun Free South Africa's
campaign to stop parents buying toy guns for their children (9 June), launched for both the Week of
Action and Children's Month in South Africa.

The Coalition for Peace in Africa (COPA) held an inter-denominational prayer service and an artistic
performance at the Pimville Community Centre. In Durban, a seminar was held on the role of
traditional leaders in reducing gun violence against women and their role in promoting community

safety.

Sudan

The Human Security Initiative Organisation (HSIO) received media coverage on its events in four
national daily newspapers — Sudan Vision, Khartoum Monitor, Akhbar Alyoum and Alhayaa. HSIO
handed over a letter to the Sudanese President Marshall Omer Al Bashir urging the government to



ratify the UN Protocol to combat illicit proliferation and trafficking of small arms and the Nairobi
Protocol on the illicit spread and misuse of small arms. There was also an awareness raising
programme for women on the impact of guns on people’s lives, and posters encouraging
disarmament were distributed.

Oxfam’s South Sudan Program launched the report ‘The Impact of Guns on Women’s Lives’ with
Southern Sudanese refugee women in Nairobi. Other activities included a drama on the impact of
gun on women coupled with presentation of poems and songs by young refugees.

A Theatrical performance - ‘Playing Against Weapons’ — was organised in Khartoum by the Peace
Culture Centre of the Sudan University of Science and Technology.

Tanzania

The UNDP Northwestern Tanzania Programme held a stakeholder’s

o
workshop on how partners can join forces in raising awareness, eearies have beei

e - . . . . i in the K3
sensitisation and campaigning against small arms proliferation, followed by EH:M""‘?'" ¢ lgmf'
. . . region, often smuggled in
two-day training for government officials in the region. There was also an . } .
L. . Jfrom neighboring conflict
official launch of the Implementation of the Small Arms Plan for 2005. A . .
) ) . zones in DRC Burunds and
one-month amnesty was declared in the Kigoma region to encourage the Rwanda.”

public to return illegal weapons. The Amnesty received publicity in Radio

Kwizera — Kibondo with more media coverage on the cards with - IUNDP Press Reloase
programmes in Radio Tanzania (Dar es Salaam and Western Zone —

Kigoma) and Radio Africa sponsored by UNDP.

Togo

A press conference held by Amnesty International Togo was covered by the only daily newspaper in
Togo, Togo-Presse. It also published an article on the appeal made to the government by the Togolese
action network on small arms (IANSA-Togo) to bolster the control of arms in the region. In addition, a
radio programme was broadcast on three radio stations in Lomé on three days.

Uganda

Under the theme: Tackling Gun Violence In Uganda - A Practical View, the Uganda Action Network on
Small Arms (UANSA) visited to a hospital to aid victims of small arms. UANSA also held a press
conference and a public forum and several radio and TV shows throughout the week.

Zambia

The Times of Zambia carried an opinion article by Dr. Robert Mtonga of the Zambian Action Network
on Small Arms (ZANSA) calling on the government to implement the UN PoA and making
recommendations for better policing of small arms proliferation. ZANSA also collected signatures
from the public calling for stricter regulatory control on small arms in Zambia and held an
awareness-raising programme among secondary school students on the negative impact of arms.



Zimbabwe

The Centre for Defence Studies organised programmes for officials from the Ministries of Defence and
Home Affairs, the President’s office, University of Zimbabwe and Foreign Defence Advisors. The
topics discussed included:

e Mapping the Problem: Global and regional patterns of SALW use in violence and crime
e Experiences and responses to SALW-related crime in the SADC and other local settings

e SALW in Zimbabwe: Existing SALW management initiatives and their effects

Officials from the Interpol/SARPCO and the ZRP CID were invited as resource persons.



Americas

Argentina

The work of the IANSA member Espacios on the Global Week of Action was published in the online
magazine Los Andes.

The Noti Express in Argentina reported an announcement that the Argentinean Association for civil society
groups Will be joining the Disarmament Network. The Network is advocating for the inclusion of norms for
brokering and transfer of arms and stricter legislation for civilian possession.

Bolivia

The Observatorio de Democracia y Seguridad (Universidad De La Cordillera) organised a series of interviews
with radio and TV stations. Radio Erbol broadcast a programme on the global, regional and national
problem of trafficking, manufacturing and commerce in small arms. Radio FIDES broadcast a summary on
the problems of small arms and the project on small arms control in Bolivia. The interview with TV
network Cadenaon on the programme Libre Expresién focused on the socio economic impact of the use of
arms on citizen security and public health.

There was also an interview with the Parliamentarian Dionisio Nufiez at the Governmental Commission on
the arms control project; a conference on military spending and acquisition during the 1990s in Bolivia and
the publishing of a series of articles on 'Arms in the world, the region and in Bolivia'.

Brazil

The Working Group on Child Disarmament launched the Children’s Disarmament Campaign. Children
created 150 Control Arms self-portraits and talked to volunteers about the danger of guns. They also
painted squares for a huge Peace and Disarmament Quilt. The day’s events included the exchange of toy
guns for a book produced by the Minister of Culture that tells a story about the danger of guns. The
children walked through the 'tunnel of life' where they entered by turning in a toy gun and left the tunnel
with a book.

Throughout the event Instituto Sou da Paz distributed information about the national gun buyback
campaign currently underway and about the Control Arms campaign.

Canada

Oxfam Canada held information booths and art and photo contests in the Byward market in Ottawa to
support the Control Arms campaign.

There were reports on the arms issues in the Vancouver Sun and the Ottawa Citizen. The newspapers
reported, ‘Ninety per cent of those killed by small arms and light weapons are civilians, most of them
young males. About half die in military conflicts, the rest in other kinds of gun-related violence, principally
crime.’

‘The United States is the largest small arms exporter, with sales valued at $741 million US in 2001, followed



by Italy, Belgium, Germany, the Russian Federation, Brazil and China. (Canadian small arms exports are
worth about $10 million a year, not including those that go to the U.S.)’

‘The largest known small arms importers are the United States, Saudi Arabia, Cyprus, Japan, South Korea
and -- surprisingly -- Canada, which imports weapons valued at about $100 million a year, mostly for
sports or hunting.’

Ecuador

The Human Rights Centre displayed a huge gun to attract public attention in Guayaquil where photos for
the Million Faces Petition was collected. The organisers meet every Wednesday outside the Court House
together with families of victims of crimes carried out by security forces, while also informing the public on
the Control Arms Campaign.

El Salvador

The Life & Peace Institute, together with the Latin American Council of Churches, held a seminar on youth,
delinquency and violence in Central America. The seminar was attended by some 130 participants,
including civil society organisations, police officials, university representatives, media and others.

Guatemala

The highlight of the week was an event attended by the President of Guatemala, Oscar Berger, and
IANSA’s Director Rebecca Peters, to launch the report ‘The Impact of Guns on Women’s Lives’. President
Berger called on all Guatemalans to support IANSA and the Control Arms campaign. He also had his
photo taken for the Million Faces Petition.

Events organised by Oxfam, IEPADES and Luciérnaga received media coverage in Revista D, a weekend
magazine, which published a 3-page photo spread on the theme of bystanders in the culture of gun
violence. The Prensa Libre newspaper published a full-page article titled ‘The country joins global
campaign against armed violence.’

On 6 June two radio stations, Emisoras Unidas and Radio Universidad, announced the Week of Action
activities for Guatemala. Carmen Rosa de Leon, Director of IEPADES, also had a half-hour interview on
Radio Universidad about the national and global campaigns against gun violence.

Other events that received coverage on several local newspapers include meetings with government and
civil saciety, photo exhibitions, children’s festivals, youth presentations, press conferences, launch of the
women and guns report and breakfast meetings.

Paraguay

Canal 2 TV interviewed IANSA members including Amnesty International Paraguay and the Paraguay
Criminology Association. An article on the Week of Action was published in Semana en Noticias Paraguayas.



Peru

A regional NGO disarmament network for the Andes, ‘Red Andina de Organisaciones de la Sociedad Civil para
el Desarme y la Cultura de Paz” which includes NGOs from Ecuador Bolivia, Colombia and Peru was
launched during the Week of Action.

In a joint effort by the municipalities and youth organisations, a group of graffiti artists painted posters and
drew pictures on disarmament issues in four districts in Lima.

Uruguay

VTV Uruguay interviewed the parliamentarian Daisy Tourne, who is advocating for the control of arms
and stricter regulation of private gun ownership in Uruguay. Among several issues, the 25-minute
interview highlighted the number of deaths caused by firearms and the number of arms in civilian
possession. The interview was part of the events organised by the Asociation de Lucha para el Desarme Civil.



Asia

Bangladesh

“There are only 25 The press conference by the Bangladesh Development Partnership Centre and the
thousand legal firearms in  Bangladesh Network on Small Arms (BANSA) was covered in 18 daily newspapers,
the country while the  including 6 where the news was featured on the front page. The Daily
mumber of dllegal arms is K naharpatra, a Bangla newspaper, published an editorial on the campaign. A
almost four iakd.” human chain and rally demanding implementation of the UN PoA received
- The Independent media coverage in 6 national Bangla newspapers.

A rally organised in 21 districts in Bangladesh by the National Small Arms Forum (NSAF) and South Asia
Partnership - Bangladesh was covered by two national daily newspapers - The Daily Star and the Daily
Manabzamin. The Voice of America (VoA) hosted a discussion on their Radio Bengali programme about
the Week of Action and the events in Bangladesh.

Cambodia

The EU-Assistance on curbing Small Arms and Light Weapons in Cambodia (EU-ASAC) gifted 26 computers to
Gendarmerie to register small arms possession. The event received coverage in two leading Khmer daily
newspapers - Koh Santapheap” and “Rasmei Kampuchea”.

The Working Group for Weapons Destruction (WGWR) collected some 450 self-portrait cards for the Million
Faces Petition.

India

Medicovet Rural Welfare Society held puppet shows at the Maharaj Bagh
“Puppetshow kighlights  antertainment park during the Week of Action. The show has been reported in
korrors of small arms.™ v dajly newspapers - the Lokmat Times and the Hitavada.

- Lolanat Times The Indian Institute for Peace, Disarmament & Environment Protection (IIPDEP)
organised events in five states affected by small arms and light weapons. The
programmes involved seminars and street dramas which received wide media coverage in local and
national newspapers and both regional and national TV.

The Times of India and the Assam Tribune reported on a seminar by Citizens Collective at the Guwahati
University in Assam, India. There was also wide coverage in the vernacular press.

The Control Arms Foundation of India (CAFI) launched an online, monthly newsletter, '‘Control Arms India
Update' and published a series of articles on Control Arms — the Amar Asom, Dainik Agradoot and
Pratidin.

Jordan

Two articles written by the Amman Centre for Human Rights were published in the Al Dustour and the Al-
Ghad newspapers.



Amnesty International — Jordan organised a school concert in the northern city of Irbid in support of the
Governor's decision to encourage communities in the area against the use of small arms during weddings
and public parties. The concert was held at the Al -Eman Early Learning School, where students performed
a play presenting the dangers of small arms firing during wedding celebrations. Students also displayed a
poster during the concert with the slogan: 'No to Small Arms'.

Nepal

SASA Net - Nepal submitted a memorandum to the Minister of Home, Law and Justice, and Parliament Dan
Bahadur Shahi, and held a press conference which received media coverage in the Annapurna Post.

IHRICON held a Forum on the Second Biennial Meeting on Small Arms and Light Weapons and the
Government’s report on the UN PoA.

Pakistan

Community Appraisal & Motivation Programme (CAMP) and the Sustainable Peace

- . “.civilians & th
And Development Organisation (SPADO) held a joint press conference in Peshawar crriiuans ave more man

. . . . . 16 million ifogal
discussing the extent of the problem of gun violence in Pakistan and urged the ] g
_— L. . WeRPons.... ilegal weapons
government to fulfill it's obligations under the Programme of Action. The event in the NFEP and tribal

was covered by several Urdu and English newspapers. IANSA members were areas is four to seven
also interviewed for BBC Radio (Urdu and Pashto) and for Geo TV. million.” - Daily Times

Blue Veins organised a seminar on gun violence, a candlelight memorial and a
campaigns on violence against women.

“Crovi. foils to implement

N plaw on small arms”™

The Pakistan Pediatric Association held a seminar for medical students under the
theme, ‘Young people and gun violence’. Issues addressed included gun violence
in the context of Pushtoon culture, where carrying a gun is a social norm and
deaths and injuries caused by stray bullets in the North West Frontier Province. People celebrate weddings,
birth and other events with gun fire which often results in stray bullets hitting innocent people. The
presentations were followed by lively discussions focusing on the role of youth in combating gun culture.

- MNews Mternational

STEP, another IANSA member in Pakistan, held a seminar on gun violence in Jauharabad and distributed
posters.

Palestine

The Ramallah Center for Human Rights Studies issued a press release highlighting use of arms in West Bank
cities and Gaza. The press release said, ‘Arms are sometimes used during or before elections and when
political issues are debated among factions. Using arms or threatening others with the use of arms
undermines the rule of law, tolerance and human rights....” The Center intensified

its activities during the Week of Action to include workshops, regional meetings,

seminars and letters of condemnation addressing the chaotic use of arms in "The illegal spread of SALW
Palestine aeceleratod the deterioraion
. af gecu rily steaton in the

The Al Mezan Centre for Human Rights issued a press release calling members of Gaza Sirp.”

the Palestinian National Authority (PNA) to stop providing protection to security Al Mezan Press Release



personnel and to hold them legally accountable for improper use of weapons. The centre condemned the
escalation of internal violence and the increasing use of small arms in clashes between Palestinian security
forces and armed groups and individuals.

Sri Lanka

South Asia Small Arms Network (SASA Net) - Sri Lanka was interviewed by 'Swadeshiya Sewaya', the Sinhala
programme of the Sri Lanka Broadcasting Corporation (SLBC), Sri Lanka's national radio station. The
discussion centred around the small arms problem in Sri Lanka with an overview to the situation in South
Asia and implementing the UN PoA. The radio programme was open to questions from listeners. 2500
posters were sent out to schools island-wide to create awareness among school children about the dangers
of small arms.

In a joint effort, Samasevaya and SASA Net encouraged children in Anuradhapura in the North Central
province to collect toy guns which were destroyed in public. The children were given other toys in
exchange for the toy guns.

The Rajarata Sevaya, a SLBC radio program in the North Central province which has a population of
900,000, broadcast a programme by Samasevaya on the impact of guns on women. Another local radio
programme, ‘Vimansa’, broadcast a discussion by Samasevaya on the small arms issue. The North Central
province borders the conflict zones which has been a major contributory factor for easy availability of arms.

Syria

Dr Ghassan Shahrour of the Arab Net for Research on Landmines & Explosive Remnants of War was
interviewed by Syrian newspaper Al-Thawra on violence against women (including gun violence). The
Week of Action press release was reported in the Al-Baath newspaper. A meeting with General Haider
Salma, the national focal point on small arms and light weapons was held to review the Syrian National
Report on Small Arms for the BMS in July.

Thailand

The South East Asian Forum on Armed Violence and Nonviolence International launched two publications. ‘East
Asia Inaction On Arms: Assessing Regional Compliance to the UN PoA on SALW'’ reviews the East Asian
country reports on the implementation of the UNPoA four years after its adoption. The second report,
‘Missing the Target: Firearm Policy and Practice in Thai Society’ is based on newspaper reporting, and has
recorded 529 stories on firearm violence from the two national newspapers with the broadest circulation,
Daily News and Khao Sot, over a 2 year period. The findings challenge common beliefs about firearms in
Thai society and propose policy changes regarding possession of firearms.

Yemen

The Human Rights Information & Training Centre (HRITC) organised a wide range of activities including
awareness and media campaigns, seminars, workshops and exhibitions. Articles were published in local
newspapers on the small arms problem in Yemen supported by statistical data. HRITC also lobbied the
President of Yemen to demand a review of existing legislation and the introduction of stricter laws.



Europe

Belarus

Voluntas introduced the principles of the global Arms Trade Treaty at a presentation given at the
conference 'XXI Century - Hopes and Dangers for the World and Mankind' held by the Human Rights
Centre in Minsk. Present at the conference were representatives of domestic and international NGOs, the
Belarusian Judiciary, religious leaders and representatives from government organisations. It is intended
that attendees of the conference will pass a resolution encouraging regional governments to join the
movement for an international Arms Trade Treaty.

Bosnia & Herzegovina

The Campaign for Conscientious Objection distributed vegan food with antimilitary messages and
promotional materials in 8 cities; held a round table conference comprising 15 NGOs; concerts by
alternative demo bands in Sarajevo; risk education workshops for high school students and media outreach
activities.

Kosovo

The Kosovo Youth Network (KYN) issued a press release calling on the government .. 5 0 oo o d gun
to implement the UN PoA. The press release said, ‘Firearms pose a major threat t0  ,sacks wiick occurred i
public safety in Kosova. Violent crimes and gun attacks which occurred in Kosova Eosova just this pear, are
just this year, are giving us a clear signal on risks owing to small arms possession. gviug us a clear signal on
A good starting point is the implementation of the UN Programme of Action on 25k oning fo siail arms
small arms (UNPoA). This should be followed up by the establishment of a
National Commission.’ - E¥N Pross Ralease

possesston.”

Macedonia

The Week of Action events organised by CIVIL and JCWE received wide media coverage in a number of
daily newspapers, multilingual magazines, TV and radio and was also covered by news agencies. Among
the activities organised were a series of radio campaigns, children’s programme to exchange guns for
books, poster and flyer campaigns and a press conference.

Italy

The Italian Disarmament Network (Rete Italian per il Disarmo) received substantial media coverage in the
‘Venerdi' weekly magazine of 'Repubblica’ one of the leading national newspapers. The Control Arms
campaign received a 2-page full-colour photo spread. IANSA members were also interviewed by
Repubblica for their online news service and radio programme.



Serbia

The Spanish-language news service EFE reported on the press release by the Balkan Youth Union.

Sweden

Amnesty International — Sweden and the Swedish Action Network on Small Arms (SANSA) issued a joint press
release and simultaneously handed in its official comments on the Swedish arms export law (KRUT), which
was being amended in parliament. The Week of Action received coverage in several EU-press materials.

UK

Members of the UK Gun Control Network (GCN) were interviewed on national
in offsncas involving media commenting on a newly proposed law to increase the age limit for owning

replica firearms” a replica gun to 18 years.

Last year saw 669 fncrease

The Independent, a national newspaper, published a letter written by Oxfam GB,
Amnesty International - UK and the JANSA Secretariat.

-BEC News, UK

“It is often almost
impossible to &ll the
difference between a real

gun and a replica”™

- Ch Supt Paul Robinson



Pacific

Australia

The National Coalition for Gun Control organised a series of ad campaigns developed by the International
advertising agency Saatchi & Saatchi on the theft of handguns. While the ad campaign will be carried out
throughout the year, a poster ad was developed specifically for the IANSA Global Week of Action.

Fiji

The Coalition of women’s groups on Gun Control Legislation was interviewed on Radio Fiji and received media
coverage in TV One news, Radio Legend FM and several newspapers. Events included a workshop for
women on the theme ‘Peace, Justice and Security through Disarmament’, which was opened by the
Commissioner of Police, and a presentation by the President of the Law Society on the controversial
Promotion of Reconciliation Bill, which has an amnesty clause for those who committed crimes of violence

and human right violations from 19 May 2000 (coup in Fiji which overthrew the government) to March
2001.

IANSA members from the Pacific Concerns Resource Centre were interviewed by Radio Fiji. There was also
coverage in the national newspapers. The workshop on women and disarmament received media coverage
from TV One News and Radio Legend FM.

Papua New Guinea

Leitana Nehan Women's Development Agency with BACDA organised a press conference and a radio
programme on Radio Bougainville, and the Gun Summit Road Show travelled the Provinces.
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PESHAWAR NEWS

Govt fails to implement UN plan on small arms

Bureau report

PESHAWAR: Despite lapse of about four years the government had failed to implement the minimum
requirements and materialise its commitment with the United Nations regarding the implementation of its
Programme of Action on small arms (UN PoA), claimed representatives of civil societies working against
firearms.

Addressing a joint press conference in connection with the Global Week of Action Against Guns (June 6 to
12), executive director Sustainable Peace and Development Organization (SPADO), Raza Shah Khan and
chief executive Community Appraisal and Motivation Programme (CAMP), Naveed Ahmad Shinwari said
that the government at the time of adoption of UN PoA had resolved to set up national commission for the
enforcement of the world body programme.

They said the government had neither appointed a focal point nor established the commission to redress
the growing problem of the small arms. Similarly, they said that the member states of the UN PoA were
required to submit annual report to the world body. But, Pakistan had submitted only one report while
some countries had reported every year since 2001.

They also called for the ratification of the UN Firearms Protocol, the global treaty to regulate the
manufacturing, export, import and transit of firearms. Although Pakistan was signatory of the treaty, but it
had yet to get it ratified from the parliament, they said.
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Inter Press Service News Agency

DEVELOPMENT-AFRICA:
Small Arms That Do Big Damage
Moyiga Nduru

JOHANNESBURG, Jun 7 (IPS) - A global week of action against the flow of small arms that is fuelling
conflicts in Africa and elsewhere kicked off Monday.

According to the London-based International Action Network on Small Arms (IANSA), these weapons
have killed an estimated two million children since 1990, many of them in Africa. In addition, about 1.5
million people are said to be wounded by small arms annually.

IANSA is one of about 30 non-governmental organisations (NGOSs) supporting the week of action. Global
aid groups Amnesty International and Oxfam have also joined the campaign, which ends Jun. 12. On
Monday, about 60 activists gathered in the South African commercial hub of Johannesburg to mark the
start of the event.

Chemist Khumalo, national co-ordinator of the Johannesburg-based Ceasefire Campaign, told IPS that not
all of the blame for the small arms crisis in Africa could be laid beyond the continent’s borders.

"South Africa and Egypt are the highest suppliers of weapons in Africa. South Africa, which is a bigger
supplier than Egypt, sells arms even to Britain and the United States," he said at the Johannesburg
gathering.

Ceasefire is also concerned about South Africa’s own expenditure on weaponry and other defence-related
matters.

"South Africa has committed itself not to spend over 1.7 percent of its GDP (gross domestic product) on
military expenditure,” said Khumalo. "About two months ago, the minister of defence (Mosiuoa Lekota)
told us that they were spending less than 1.7 percent of the GDP. We have no independent way of
confirming this figure.”

The United Nations recommends that countries should not spend more than 1.7 percent of their GDP on
defence. But, even this is too much, says Ceasefire.

"We would like this money to go to social services such as health and education, development, job creation,
crime prevention and poverty alleviation,” observed Khumalo.

The Coalition Against Military Spending, a South African group of which the Ceasefire Campaign is
member, believes the country’s military spending has increased by over 50 percent in the course of the past
three years.

IANSA'’s Joseph Dube said a number of African countries had ratified the United Nations Vienna Protocol
on Firearms, an initiative for marking firearms and tracking them in the event that they changed hands -
but cautioned that ratification did not necessarily translate into effective control of small weapons on the
ground.



In 2001, a UN Conference on lllicit Trade in Small Arms was held, resulting in a programme of action to
eliminate the trade in small arms and light weapons. UN agencies and NGOs will meet in New York next
month to evaluate the implementation of this programme.

Desmond Rose of the ‘For a Better Society’ NGO, also based in Johannesburg, said concerted action by
campaigners was key to stemming the circulation of small arms.

"We need to build up an international network...That was how apartheid was defeated: through a network
of protests, sanctions and isolation. We should employ the same tactics to stop the supply of arms to
Africa," he told IPS.

The release of a new book edited by Australian academic Geoff Harris has coincided with the global week
of action against small arms.

In the preface to the book, ‘Achieving Security in Sub-Saharan Africa: Cost Effective Alternatives to the
Military’, Harris notes a widespread belief among nations that their security is threatened — or that some
form of threat will materialise in the future.

"The only way of deterring such threats, it is argued, is a strong military," he stated further, at the launch of
the book in Johannesburg on Monday. But, "the recent history of warfare suggests that invasions of one
country by another since 1945 have been rare events.”

"Very few countries can be realistically described as being in danger of invasion, although the armed forces
of almost all countries are said to be built on this premise."

Harris questions the ability of armies to ensure security — saying they have proved "costly, ineffective and
immoral” in this regard — or to bring about beneficial changes in the leadership of countries.

"Out of 16 regime changes only four — Germany, Japan, Grenada and Panama — have been successful in the
21st century in terms of sustainable democracy."

He argues that a general improvement in levels of development would serve as a more effective deterrent
to insecurity than substantial investments in the military. However, it would also require courage on the
part of leaders to pursue less conventional — albeit cheaper and more moral — approaches to providing
national security.

"The military is often effective, in the short term, in winning wars; but this normally does little to deal with
the underlying reasons for the conflict, thus resulting in a likelihood of renewed warfare," Harris observes.
(END~/2005)
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INTERNATIONAL

| INTERNET EDITION |

Government Urged to Modify Ammunition, Explosive Act

Concord Times (Freetown)
NEWS

June 8, 2005

Posted to the web June 9, 2005

By Tanu Jalloh
Freetown

The Sierra Leone Action Network on Small Arms (SLANSA) has, in observance of the Global Week of
Action from the 6 to 12 June 2005, called on the government of Sierra Leone to fast-track the exercise of re-
enacting and modifying the obsolete Arms, Ammunition and Explosive Act of 1955, as well as to support
efforts of civil society in West Africa to transform the Economic Community of West African States
(ECOWAS) Moratorium into a binding convention.

"For too long, small arms have been ignored or overlooked as threat to the security and well being of
civilians. Although the recognition is growing that the proliferation and misuse of these weapons must be
brought under better control, states have been reluctant to take bold action," a press release from SLANSA
stated Monday, adding that such attitude must change if we are to prevent the suffering and loss of lives
that is still continuing in the sub- region.

The organization also called on other governments in the sub-region to declare their support for the Arms
Trade Treaty and to put in effect national mechanisms that would help achieve the goals of the United
Nations Programme of Action on Small Arms.

According to the release, the proposed Arms Trade Treaty was developed by a group of human rights,
development and arms control non-governmental organizations in partnership with legal experts and was
supported by twenty-one Nobel Peace Prize laureates.



Annexure 4

D . 1 T .
Your right to know Yrtew voice for a new Pakistan
Thursday, June 09, 2005

‘10m illegal weapons in civilian hands’

e Large quantities of illegal weapons have fuelled sectarian and regional violence

Staff Report

PESHAWAR: Civil society organisations working towards a world free of firearms urged the
government on Wednesday to fulfil its commitment to implement the United Nations’ Programme
of Action on Small Arms and Light Weapons.

In connection with the global week of Action Against Guns (June 6 to 12), officials of the Sustainable
Peace and Development Organisation (SPADO) and Community Appraisal and Motivation
Programme said that four years ago while adopting the UN programme, Pakistan had pledged the
establishment of a commission to eliminate arms from society, but the government had failed to
implement the minimum requirements of the accord. They said the signatory states were required
to submit annual reports to the world body about their progress, but Pakistan had submitted only
one report. The officials also called for the ratification of the UN Firearms Protocol, a global treaty to
regulate the manufacturing, export, import and transit of

firearms. Although Pakistan was a signatory of the treatment, it

had yet to get it ratified from parliament, they said.

SPADO Chief Executive Raza Shah Khan said that in Pakistan civilians had more than 10 million
illegal weapons and the number of illegal weapons in the NWFP and the tribal areas was four to
seven million. “There are small and light weapons in these areas which are the largest number of
guns per capita in the world,” he said.

”The total number of licenses issued in the NWFP from 1979 to 2000 is about 2 million,” he said. He
said there were an estimated 75 million firearms in South Asia, 63 million of which were with
civilians. He said that in India and Pakistan there were almost 40 million and 20 million firearms.
The two countries locally manufacture arms. “Civilians are the largest category of gun owners in
the region, holding more weapons than military and police,” he said, adding that millions of lives
had been lost in the region due to illegal arms.

In murder and attempted murder cases in 2003, firearms were used in the NWFP in general and in
Peshawar in particular, according to a SPADO research.

“The huge number of illegal weapons with civilians had fuelled sectarian and regional violence,” he
said. In Karachi, he said, the death toll was annually 1,000 and it was estimated that between 1992
and 1998, the city had lost 18,000 to 20,000 people to violence. According to another estimate 500,000



people had lost their lives over the past 20 years.

Khan said that the impact of small arms and light weapons in the NWFP and the tribal areas was
devastating as these were being used to settle personal and tribal disputes and those were the main
sources used in terrorist and anti-state activities. The use of small arms in both minor and major
disputes is adversely affecting the socio-economic conditions of the parties involved. According to
data collected by interviewing local communities and media, small arms were used in family
disputes.
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Go On

Call to give toy guns the bullet
June 09 2005 at 04:57PM

By Sharlene Packree
Gun Free South Africa (GFSA) has sent out an urgent plea to parents not to buy toy guns for their children.

The plea was made to coincide with Child Safety Month and the Global Week Against Small Arms being
observed by 50 countries.

According to statistics, more than 25 people are killed each day in gun violence in South Africa, and most
are men aged between 15 and 25.

GFSA director Judy Bassingthwaighte said the organisation had launched a campaign last year to reduce
the popularity of toy guns among children.

"We want to change the mindsets in society that are so engrossed in violence. Basically we are sending a
message to our children that guns are not good," she said.

Bassingthwaighte said that even though most children could differentiate between real and toy guns, there
was still a need to teach them that guns caused more harm than good.

"It's important that we build a culture of peace and offer alternative solutions to our children. Children
need to learn how to make positive choices for themselves."

GFSA visits schools regularly to teach children the dangers of using pellet guns, which are "extremely
popular” among children.

The Child Accident Prevention Foundation has also issued a warning to parents about the dangers of pellet
guns. Eye injuries are the most common consequence of playing with pellet guns.



Annexure 6

Front Page

4 June 2005
Illegal arms bazaar in rohingya camps: NGOs

A group of non-government organisations campaigning against the use of illegal firearms in Bangladesh
said on Friday the Rohingya camps in Cox’s Bazar had become a source of illegal arms for local criminals.

Four armed Rohingya groups, led by Rohingya National Organisation or RNO, were active in Cox’s Bazar
and Chittagong, the NGOs observed adding the foreign organisations largely dependent on foreign fund,
smuggled sophisticated firearms to the country and sold many of them to local criminals.

The NGOs found no presence of international terrorist group in Bangladesh other than foreign criminal
groups of Rohingya refugees, but said there were some militant groups in the country and they had
international connection either individually or institutionally.

The Bangladesh Development Partnership Centre along with other NGOs including — Nari O
Manobadhikar Foundation and Bangladesh Coalition for Child Rights — divulged their findings at a press
conference at the Jatiya Press Club.

In a deadly gunfight between Rohingya refugees from Myanmar and Bangladesh policemen left three
people killed and more than 100 injured at Kutupalong refugee camp in Ukhiya upazila in Cox’s Bazar on
May 18. The police recovered huge arms and ammunition during the raid.

The NGOs said Bangladesh was being used as a transit of arms smuggling and the recent seizures of huge
cache of arms and ammunitions proved it and the government should be extra vigilant to check arms
smuggling.

The NGOs announced a month long campaign programme in the country against illegal use and trade of
small arms to mark the upcoming UN biennial conference on the Illegal Trade in Small Arms and Light
Weapons in All its Aspects, scheduled to be held on July 11 to 15 at the UN headquarters.

Sharif A Kafi, director of the Bangladesh Development Partnership Centre, said some 400,000 illegal arms
and about 25,000 legal arms were being used by the criminals in the country.

He said though those criminals did not have any political goals, they were often being used by the activists
of the country’s political parties.

The NGOs estimated that there were at least 124 organised armed crime syndicates active in the country. In
2000, the NGOs estimated the number of such crime syndicates were 80.

‘Apart from using the illegal arms against political opponents these arms are used in tender snatching,
extortion, mugging, robbery, land grabbing, illegal drug dealing, women kidnapping and,’ said Kafi.

To mark the UN conference, the organisations has taken elaborate month-long programmes from June 3 to
July 3 to massively campaign against the use and trade of illegal small arms.



Kafi urged the government to ratify the UN firearms protocol that is a world agreement among the states to
control the production, export, import and transit of the firearms.

Among others, Lina Jambil, member secretary, NAMAF and Nadira Islam, member Bangladesh Coalition
for Child Rights (BCCR) attended the conference.
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PrensaLibre.com
Guatemala, jueves 09 de junio de 2005

Dificil erradicar trafico de armas
Por: Lorena Seijo

El Plan de Accion de Naciones Unidas para la erradicacion del trifico ilegal de armas no se cumple en Guatemala.

El pais no tendra muchos avances para presentar en la Organizacion de las Naciones Unidas (ONU) en
cuanto a qué ha hecho para erradicar el trafico de armas ligeras.

Una evaluacion efectuada por el Instituto de Ensefianza para el Desarrollo Sostenible (lepades) sefiala que
entre los puntos que deberian cumplirse esté la adecuacion de la legislacion, el marcaje de las armas para
determinar su procedencia de venta, la mejora de los registros y la creacion de un érgano independiente
que investigue el trafico ilicito.

Carmen Rosa de Leon, de lepades, indicé que la creacion de la Comision Nacional para el Desarme es uno
de los pocos pasos positivos que se pondra como ejemplo en la ONU, proxima a realizarse.

Por el momento, la comisién no la integran ni el Ministerio de Gobernacion, ni el de Relaciones Exteriores.

“Las asociaciones de venta de armas, los importadores y algunos otros grupos estan presionando para que
la comision no avance, pero el Gobierno tiene el claro propdsito de mejorar el control de armas”, afirmé
Juan Carlos Leal, coordinador de la comision.
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CIMACNOTICIAS
Buscan contribuir a la difusion de la paz y reducir la violencia
Periodistas inician campafa de desarme en Guatemala

Cimac / Cerigua | Guatemala

Mujeres periodistas, comunicadoras y columnistas de distintos medios de informacién contribuiran al
desarme del pais, con el objetivo de fortalecer una sociedad con valores de paz y disminuir la ola de
violencia que afecta a las y los ciudadanos, se conocié aqui.

Durante la presentacion especial de la campafia Armas Bajo Control, que promueve en el mundo la Red
Internacional de Accién contra las Armas de Fuego (IANSA), las mujeres periodistas se comprometieron a
colocar en la agenda informativa la tematica, sobre todo el impacto que tienen los artefactos en la vida de
las mujeres.

La columnista del diario Prensa Libre, Rita Maria Roesch, indic6 que el enfoque con el que las reporteras
trabajen el tema de la despistolizacidn es vital para orientar a la poblacidén sobre los efectos que causan las
armas en la vida de las personas y promover una cultura de convivencia pacifica, esencial para erradicar la
violencia.

En opinién de Roesch, los distintos medios de comunicacion no sélo deben dar a conocer los problemas
que se derivan del mal uso de las armas de fuego, sino que tienen que visibilizar las propuestas del estado
y la sociedad civil, como estrategia para fortalecer los planes que actualmente se ejecutan para contrarrestar
el flagelo.

La informacion no debe estar enfocada en el terror que infunden los victimarios en la mente de las y los
pobladores, sino en la union que debe haber entre ciudadanos y ciudadanas que permitird enfrentar la
probleméatica de forma pacifica y sin miedo, afiadio la entrevistada.

Por su parte, Amanda Rodas, integrante del programa de control de armas del Instituto de Ensefianza para
el Desarrollo Sostenible (lepades), sefialé que es indispensable que los medios resalten el impacto negativo
gue tienen las armas en la vida de las mujeres.

Miles han sido asesinadas con arma de fuego durante los ultimos afios, asi como afectadas por la muerte de
familiares o por ser parientes de los victimarios, por lo que la prensa debe jugar un papel importante en la
difusién de la tematica y sensibilizacion de la poblacion, afirmé Rodas.

lepades, coordina en Guatemala, la presentacion de la campafia Armas Bajo Control, para lo que tienen
previsto durante la segunda semana de junio reuniones con funcionarios de gobierno, sociedad civil.

Ademas, la presentacién de una exposicion fotografica y el domingo 12 la realizacion de murales de
pintura, con la participacion de los nifios y las nifias, que asistan a la Avenida Las Américas, junto al
monumento a Justo Rufino Barrios.

En este pais han muerto de forma violenta, en 2004, 527 mujeres; en el 65 por ciento de los casos con arma
de fuego, mientras que 847 nifios y adolescentes fallecieron en el mismo afio; varios menores fueron
victimas de balas perdidas y un gran porcentaje resultaron muertos durante enfrentamientos armados
entre pandillas.
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Viernes, 24 de junio de 2005

Semana global de accion contra las armas de fuego

NOTIEXPRESS

La Comuna formara parte de la Red del Desarme

El objetivo es acercar a distintos representantes del poder legislativo una serie de proyectos destinados a
reducir la tenencia de armas y a dificultar su adquisicion por medios legales.

La Asociacion Civil La Comuna formard parte de la Red del Desarme que tendra lugar desde mafiana y
hasta el miércoles en la Facultad de Derecho de la UNR.

Esta organizacion rosarina es ademas co fundadora del grupo encabezado y creado por el mendocino
Gabriel Conte y junto a otras representantes de distintos puntos del pais se reunieron el pasado 30 de
marzo para elaborar y lograr la puesta en préactica de medidas tendientes a lograr el desarme de la sociedad
civil.

“Queremos desde este lugar abogar por el desarme como politica de estado y dejar en claro que la sociedad
no debe armarse para combatir la inseguridad”, indicé el titular de La Comuna, Carlos Comi.

La Red del Desarme quiere incluir en la legislacion argentina normas utilizadas en paises europeos que
plantean por ejemplo que cuando alguien quiere comprar un arma necesita el consentimiento de vecinos,
por ser estos damnificados potenciales. Otra propuesta es implementar una politica de canje de armas en
donde los ciudadanos que entreguen sus armas reciban una compensacion y en el caso de que la entrega se
haga en forma conjunta desde todo un barrio, este reciba a cambio obras necesarias para el lugar.

Cabe sefalar que, desde el 7 y hasta el 14 de junio se conmemora en un centenar de paises la “Semana
global de accién contra las armas de fuego”. Se trata de una actividad organizada por la red mundial de
lucha contra las armas, denominada IANSA segun su sigla en inglés y que agrupa a unas 500 pequenias,
medianas y grandes organizaciones de la sociedad civil que trabajan por la construccion de la convivencia
y la paz.



