Global Principles of an
Arms Trade Treaty

Principle 1: Responsibilities of states

All international transfers of arms shall be authorised by a recognized state and carried
out in accordance with national laws and procedures that reflect, as a minimum, states’
obligations under international law. Authorisation of each transfer shall be granted by
designated state officials in writing only if the transfer in question first conforms to the
Principles set out below in this instrument and shall not be granted if it is likely that the
arms will be diverted from their intended legal recipient or re-exported contrary to the
aims of these Principles.

Principle 2: Express limitations
States shall not authorize international transters of arms that violate their expressed
obligations under international law.

Principle 3: Limitations based on use or likely use
States shall not authorize international transfers of arms where they will be used or are
likely to be used for violations of international law.

Principle 4. Factors to be taken into account
States shall take into account other factors, including the likely use of the arms, before
authorizing an arms transfer.

Principle 5: Transparency

States shall submit comprehensive national annual reports on international arms transfers
to an international registry, which shall publish a compiled, comprehensive, international
annual report. Such reports should cover the international transfer of all conventional
arms including small arms and light weapons.

Principle 6: Comprehensive Controls
States shall establish common standards for specific mechanisms to control:
L.all import and export of arms;
2.arms brokering activities;
3.transfers of licensed arms production; and
4.the transit and trans-shipment of arms.
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One million faces,
gathered around the world,
symbolize the call to
control arms.

We ask your government to
Please stop the violence. Help stop the atrocities.

Support the process for a Global

ARMS TRADE TREATY!
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