
By YUN SAMEAN The alnendment, however, al- COUlltIy with an 3111lY of geriatric
THE CAMBODIA DAILY lows for highral1king officers to re- officers.

The bloated ranks of the Caln- tire substantially later than 38 and He also noted tllat tlle COlUltry'S
IJOdiaII n1ilitlly were instantly triIll- does not lllclude any stated retire- disalJled soldiers llaVe beell tI-eated
med on Wednesday when tile Na- ment age for tlle COlmlIy'S fuInously badly.
tional A<;senlbly voted to lower the top-heavy top brass-613 one-to- "Some Qf their salaries aI"e be-
compulsory retirement age for four-star generals who give Caln- tween 150 and 200 days late," he
members of the aI11led forces. bodia one of the largest generalto- said

11le move will reslut III alInost troop ratios in tllCworld Ministel" of Fmance Keat Clulon
4O,<XX> aging troops joining civilian "Generals tllat have ~1ise and bialned tlle MilIistry of Social AffiIirs
life, goVellnnelrt officials said alJility, alfuOllgl1 tlleY have fffiChed for the delayed ~IIsion JklYlllCllts.

In just the ~nd meeting of par- tlleir year of retirement, Call wOlk Opposition leader Saln Rainsy
lialnent tlns year, the Assembly according to their wishes alld the attenlpted to ~ tIle issue of non-
voted almost unanimously to needs of tlle n1ilIistry," aa:ording to existent "ghost soldiers" on tile n1ili-
change two aI1icles in tlle ~nsions tlle alnended aI1icle. taIy Jklyron, but WCIS told by CI'P co-
and disalJility law, dropping tIle re- Th~ holding the mlIk of colonel MinisteI" of Defell~ Tea BalUl tllat
tirelnent age of 10wraIIkillg soldiers will be forced to l-etire at 60, liel.. notl1illg of tlle SOlt existed
from55toaround38~ tenant colonels at 58 and lnajors at Tea Ballh also confinned tllat

Funcinpec's co-Minister of De- 43 to 55, but all otller ranks must Calnbodia lIaS 613 generals, a flgttre
tense Nhiek Bun Chhay said tllat retire betweell38 to 42, it states. tllat Nhiek Bun ChllaY said WCIS "Je-
the alnenmnent to the law would One voice of dissent on Wednes- yond tlle needs of RCAF alld has
cut around 38,<XX> peop~ from the day was senior CPP laWlnaker led to natiOlJal and llltenlatiOlJal aiti-
country's 110,<OO5trong militaly. It Cheanl Yeap, who relninded col- cisn1."
would also pave the way for lllject- ~ in Ins OWlI party, F'm1cinrn: 11le World BalIk in axM ceased
ing new blood into RCAF, he said and the o~tion tllat the nation's all lllvolvement ill Calnbodia's ef-

"There are many oki soldiers and soldiers had paid tlleir taxes in forts to demobilize its bll]gilIg nIili-
we don't have young l1)ilitary ofii- anlpUtations and deaIl1. tary force after declaring lnassive
cers," he tokl the ~b}y. '1lrose ~ed ~ 38 and 42 lniSlJroCln"611ffit in its $18.4 n1illiOl1

'Wewillgivetheyoungergenera. are "still fun of strengtll," he said, project to ~ retirillg soldiel"S tllto
tion the op\x>rtuni1y to SeIve in the adding that forcing troops out at civilian life witlljob tIaiIliIlg alld gell-
almy," he added such a young age would leave the eI-oUS assistallce 1:J'K:kages.
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