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A new Berlin in the Balkans
The city of  Mitrovica, also known as “Berlin of
the Balkans”, is a significant example of  the
effective cooperation between Serbian and
Albanian criminal groups in Kosovo. In a city
divided in two, where Serbian and Albanian
neighborhoods are two asymmetric and
impenetrable universes, criminality represents
the only link able to connect two ethnic groups.
Continues at p.7

Liberaterra: concretely against
mafias
On the basis of  the Law N. 109/96, Italian civil
society organizations can be assigned properties
confiscated from criminal groups and use them
for social aims. LiberaTerra is the most significant
experience in this field: a network of  cooperatives
farming confiscated estate. A concrete example
of  civil society against criminality.. Continues at
p.6

A word with: Roberto Forte
Terra del Fuoco not only is the promoter of  the
FLARE Programme together with Libera: it is
also and above all a FLARE member. ROberto
Forte, Terra del Fuoco manager for the
International Cooperation department answers
Cosimo’s questions. Continues at p.4

Week of Action against guns
Every year IANSA (International Action
Network on Small Arms) organizes the Wekk of
Action Against Small Arms: a series of  activities
by which raise awareness about the misuse and
the consequences of  small arms diffusion around
the world. Continues at p.5
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Seven months ago we started up with the
intention to make a dream come true: to build
an international network made of  associations
that would bring along a social fight against
transnational criminality.  For fulfilling such
dream, we thought of  FLARE Programme, a
project as well as a path that though several
steps would bring to the creation of  the
network FLARE Freedom Legality and Rights
in Europe. Since then, there have been intensive
months, made of  meetings, of  confrontation,
of  studying, of  research, education and of
sharing of  intentions: all fundamental, all
necessary for being able to creat a network

truly coesive, not just
a box filled with
values and
associations but a real
living organism.

The milestones that
today have brought us
one step from that
dream are Berlin in
November 2007,
Krakow in January
2008 and Bari in

March. Each of  them was characterized by
being a particular educating moment as if  in
a school romance.

Berlin was the moment of  “introducing”, the
chance of  getting to know each other. It
represented the occasion on which for the first
time we understood the importance of  creating
a concrete response – from civil society – to
the organized crime phenomenon in order to
take up a crucial role in such fight, for
institutions cannot be left alone on this.

Krakow was the moment for broadening our
knowledge(s), we shared our stories and we
found what in common so many and so
different cultures and values can share. In
Auschwitz, we gave birth to a real community
with a common dream and intent; inside the

six cultural institutes that hosted us, instead,
seminars about the five core subjects gave us
the necessary knowledge.

Bari was instead the moment of  “sharing”,
the moment when we have created the ground
foundation
of  the
network,
writing the
Statute
and the
strategic
proposals.
During the
15 of
March

demonstration in memory of  the victims of
organized crime we perceived how needed and
how important it is the challenges we are about
to face. There, surrounded by thousands of
people, we felt ourselves part of  a huge social
movement in which we have to be able to take
up a leading role: we owe our social societies,
all the victims and our countries.

In the upcoming meeting in Brussels, the last
step of  the FLARE programme will be taken
and will end inside the European Parliament:
more than 50 organizations will sign the Statute
and FLARE will officially become a living
being: a network.

The toughest challenge begins tomorrow, we
start chasing our dream after Brussels. Once
we step out that city where European countries
attempt every day to build up a common
future, we must be able to create a future where
human rights are a priority and where dreams
do not collapse against the powers of  criminal
organizations.

A. S.
Terra del Fuoco

HIGHLIGHT

From the FLARE Programme to the FLARE Network
A seven-month long work is about to bring 50 international organizations to form
the first social network against organized crime
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FLARE will be made of many different members.

Tell us what your
organization does, your
own responsibilities in it
and, the contribution that
you think your
organization can bring to
the FLARE network?
Youth Media Centre
(YMC) is  the main
r e s o u r c e
centre for
y o u n g
journalists
in Republic
of  Moldova.

We aim to ensure free access to
useful information for young people and provide
media services for young people and for the
media institutions working with youth. At the
moment, I coordinate the Youth Media Network,
created by YMC in 2006, which gathers 75 school
newspapers, 27 school radio stations and 6
national/regional TV/radio studios for young
people (the audience of  youth media in Moldova
it’s considered to be roughly 80 thousand people).
We decided to involve in FLARE program
because YMC apply oneself  to promote legality,
human rights and social justice in Moldova. We
cant approach high results working alone – as
the issues are interlinked and transnational.
An international network is needed to
consolidate our efforts.
YMC will promote social messages regarding
the main topics of  FLARE through the youth
media channels we developed and support in
present.  Radio discussions and video materials
will be broadcasted by our young journalists,
as well press articles will be published in the
school newspapers in order to rise awareness on
human trafficking, weapon trade, drugs and to
ensure transparency in public policies.

Around Europe organized crime is perceived in
different ways depending on the country we are
referring to. How do you think criminal
transnational groups are perceived in your own
country?
Organized crime in Republic of  Moldova it’s
increasing and it’s going to approach critical
parameters, affecting our individual, national
and regional security. Moldavian authorities
only recently started being aware of  this topic,
and we don’t really have veridical data about
the character, aim and the impact of  organized
crime in Moldova. In Moldova organized crime
pervade all spheres: from underground economy
that’s estimated to cover 70% of  the national
economy, to human trafficking in Middle East,
Israel, Emirates, and EU Member States.An
important reason for rising organized crime level
in Moldova is the lack of  legislation in
Transnistrian region (separatist region in the
eastern part of  Moldova) where they don’t
practice Moldavian rule of  law. The criminal

groups sell drugs, weapons, human beings,
clandestine migration, smuggling tobacco,
alcohol, commit other illegalities and then are
going to hide in Transnistrian region being sure
Moldavian authorities don’t have access in there.
The weapons they trade, for example, are used
daily by fighters, and gang members to inflict
untold suffering in many countries. We must be
aware of  that changing situation and trying to

talk more about it, why not to
lobby for an European level policy
and developing a security strategy
in order to provide legality for
me, for you, for all of  us.

What are your expectations on
FLARE after Brussels? Both mid- and long-term
period.
FLARE by defining its coming up to fight for
Freedom, Liberty and Rights in Europe. That
is what we all hope to work on after the network
is settled. Considering the increasingly
transnational and international character of
the criminal Organizations we will involve as
many people as possible in our activities – for
a broader coverage and awareness.
We expect to operate mostly on international
level to rise international public awareness in
order to achieve democratic strengthening and
and increasingly spread culture of  legality and
justice. Each of  us is committed to support the
consolidation of  active European citizenship,
with a particular attention to young generations,
helping as much as possible the process of
European integration, especially toward non
EU Countries.

The culture of  legality and the awareness among
society about the diffusion of  organized crime
are key factors in FLARE. Wherever possible,
how do you intend to spread on your territory
such thematics?
Youth Media Center has as main target group
young people, as FLARE does. As i mentioned
above, we will  promote social messages
regarding the main topics of  FLARE through
the youth media channels we developed and
support in present (national/regional TV/radio
studios for young people, school newspapers and
radio stations, digital social photography).
In the framework of  a future project we intend
to run radio discussions and produce video
materials that will be broadcasted by our young
journalists, to inform people about human
trafficking, drugs, organized crime. In Moldova
exist many organisations working is similar
fields, FLARE is an opportunity for Youth Media
Centre to articulate efforts and  develop common
projects at national and international level.

Polina Panainte
Youth Media Centre

Polina is the projects
coordinator for Youth
Media Network  in
Moldova



As a network you aim at
forming a common European
conscience. What is in your
opinion the best way to unify
so many and so different

actors into one single organism?
Certainly this is the toughest challenge we are
facing, especially considering the fact that each
country in Europe perceives organized crime in
different particular ways. What we thought to
be a common path for the previous months as
well as for the future of  the network is Human
Rights. Organized crime surely is on the front
line in human rights violations, hence this is the
glue that we as members all share.

Those organizations that are taking part in the
programme work on a social level, they are very
little or not at all aware of  criminal activities:
how do you think it is possible to create a network
that can face organized crime?
From the very beginning we realized how
superficial would have been to create a network
able to work specifically on one single subject
related to the organized crime. Large and efficient
networks that work this way already exist:
Transparency, La Strada, Reporters sans
Frontiers to name a few. FLARE will have to
work on a different level. FLARE members will
be keepers and messengers of  a culture of  legality
within their local civil societies. The diversity of
FLARE, of  its members, and their work will be
priceless resources for generating public opinion
on the matters.
One of  the main objectives is to create and to
increase awareness in civil societies about legality
and the fight against organized crime. To reach
such goal means to strengthen legislative
processes and common social strategies that we
hope to fulfill.

Except for the Italian Law 109 on the social use
of confiscated estate properties, how do you think
the European Union can face organized crime?
First of  all, I think the EU should re-gain the
grip on those policies aimed at fighting organized
crime. This means to elaborate modern
legislations, to monitor their enforcement, to
support – by means of  funding and projects –
civil society in spreading their principles. For
instance – again about Law 109 in Italy – they
must grant civil society the tools for re-using
confiscated estate properties.
But above all, we demand EU more coherence:
human rights are always on top at the EU
Parliament agenda, they legitimately are a

fundamental value. However they are
systematically removed any time political,
economical and financial questions arise, such
as with Russia or China. A value which is not
taken for grant is not a fundamental one.

The network intends to support the work of
European justice institutions such as Eurojust
and others. Do you intend to create a permanent
observatory able to share documents and precious
information?
This is certainly one of  the major mid-term
objectives. You can see FLARE as a tree with
many roots, each in a different country, each
capable to understand their territory. We will
have the responsibility to make all this
information converge into a general overview of
the phenomena, with great detail. I believe it
could become a great resource, if  created and
shared properly.

You have been to Berlin, Krakow and Bari. Now
you are meeting in Brussels. Which of  them was
the most important?
It’s not easy to answer. Each FLARE step had
an enormous value and without any of  them we
would not be here today. However, Bari was
certainly the most moving moment. It gave

FLARE participants the tools to really
understand the contribute they can actually give
to the programme and the significance of  their
presence. I would therefore choose Bari for this
reason. It made people realize the sweet
responsibility we are about to undertake.

What are the expectations for and after Brussels?
In Brussels we intend to legitimate and complete
a year of  work by celebrating the birth of  the
network, right inside the halls of  the European
Parliament that we would like to take again the
role of  the main character. An other expectations
is to have all activists, volunteers from all the
organizations involved in building and generating
opinions inside the civil societies on the matters
we care about.
As for the future, I wish us all to work in a way
that we can actually elaborate researches, studies,
social campaigns that together form a movement
of  education and social and political solutions.
We truly need much luck and the participation
of  everybody. This is only the beginning, the
way ahead is long and full of  intriguing
challenges. I am sure we all are up to the task
and that we - no matter what - will do our very
best.

Roberto Forte
Terra del Fuoco

4

INTERVIEW

R
O

B
E

R
T

O
 F

O
R

T
E Roberto is the project

manager of  the
International
Cooperation department
in Terra del Fuoco.

T E R R A  d e l  F U O C O
Founded in 2001
Works on: International Cooperation,
New Citizenships and European
Citizenship
www.terradelfuoco.org



5

AGENDA W
E

E
K

 of A
C

T
IO

N

Each year activists around the
world use the Global Week of
Action Against Gun Violence to
raise awareness, campaign for
better gun laws and push for
stronger regulation of  the global
arms trade. In 2007, the Week of
Action ran from 11-17 June.

IANSA members in more than 60
countries highlighted the human
cost of  small arms proliferation
and misuse; they also demanded
that governments to enact
policies that put their
citizens' security first.

As well as gun violence and
the proliferation of  small
arms, work towards an Arms
Trade Treaty was a major
theme of   2007 Week of
Action. The week came just
before the UN deadline of
20 June for governments to submit
their views on the feasibility, scope
and parameters of  a legally binding
Arms Trade Treaty. IANSA
members and Control Arms
c a m p a i g n e r s  h av e  b e e n
campaigning for a treaty for more
than three years,  and the
Secretary-General's consultation

GLOBAL WEEK of  ACTION AGAINST SMALL ARMS

FACTS ON SMALL ARMS VIOLENCE

* 1000 die every day
* 74% of  guns are in civilian hands globally
* 400 $: the price of  a Kalashnikov assault rifle
* 12 $: the average price for the same rifle in Africa
* There is no legally-binding international treaty
  to control the activities of  arms brokers

IANSA is the global movement against gun violence
and consists of  800 civil
society organisations
working in 120 countries
to stop the proliferation
and misuse of  small arms
and l ight weapons.

IANSA seeks to make people safer from gun violence
by reducing demand for weapons, improving firearm
regulation and streghtening control on arms transfers.
It represents the voices of  civil society on the
international stage, for example in the UN process on
small arms, and draws on the practical experience of
its members to campaign for policies that will protect
human security.

A worldwide movement against the most diffused weaponry

Civil society organisations taking part in the Week of
Action ran public events, conducted media work and
generally engaged more people in the global movement
against gun violence.

This year, the Global Week of  Action Against Small
Arms runs from 2 to 8 of  June. IANSA will be in
Brussels outlining to the European institutions and
society the consequences and the threaths caused by
the proliferation and misuse of  small arms around the
world, both by means of  written reports and an "on-
the-way" demonstration through the streets of  the
Belgian Capital.

IANSA deploys fundings every year to their partners
in order for them to run their campaign activities.
Applications to become IANSA's member are open
throughout the year. Check IANSA website to know
more at www.iansa.org.

IANSA members, trade unionists, human rights lawyers and church
leaders in the SADC region scored a significant victory this week,
when they exposed China's role in supplying arms to Zimbabwe. A
ship was due to unload its deadly cargo (3 million rounds of
ammunition, rocket-propelled grenades and mortar bombs) from
Durban on April 18, where it would have been transported by road
to Harare. Thanks to the quick coordinated action and solidarity of
campaigners in the region, the weapons have not been off  loaded on
and transported across any Southern African territory, and the ship
is now heading back to China. Check www.iansa.org for recent updates.

ARMS SHIP BLOCKED



The work on this property brought to
produce olive oil, wine, pasta, legumes,
wheat, food preserves and other products
from Sicily, Calabria, Campania, Puglia

and Lazio, checked with the brand of
quality and legality “Libera Terra”. Every
year, international volunteering camps are
held on these lands, with people coming
from all over the world.
Property confiscated from the mafia is
owned by the city administrations in which
territory it is situated, and is assigned, by
means of  a free loan of  use, to the social
cooperatives that farm it and make it
productive. The Liberaterra cooperatives
are of  the type “B” according to the Italian
law, which means they use their productive
activities for work placements in favour
of  disadvataged persons. All cooperatives
are members of  Libera – Associations,
names and numbers aganst mafias.
In the month of  May 2006, Cooperare con
Libera Terra (Cooperate with Libera Terra)
was born: a national agency for the
promotion of  cooperation and legality,
constituted by several organizations of
cooperation, organic farming and quality
agriculture, in order to support
Liberaterra's projects and activities.
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INSIGHTS

On the basis of  the Law No. 109/96, Italian civil society organizations can be
assigned property confiscated from criminal groups, and use this property for
social aims. Liberaterra is the most significant experience in this field: a network
of  cooperatives farming confiscated estate.

LIBERATERRA: concretely against mafias
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The project Liberaterra is based upon the work
of  young people who, clustered in social
cooperatives, crop hectares of  land confiscated
from the mafia bosses, thanks to the law of
popular initiative No. 109/96, born from a large
mobilization promoted by Libera –
Associations, names and numbers aganst
mafias. Such property, given back to the
collectivity, became productive again and
became the flywheel of  a sound and virtuous
economic cycle. All products are cultivated
respecting the traditions of  the territory, by
applying the principles of  organic agriculture,
in order to “cultivate” also aware consumption.
This is one of  the ways  mafia can be defeated.
The activities held on confiscated property by
the social cooperatives do not only involve

their workers
a n d
a s s o c i a t e s .
A l o n g  t h e
y e a r s ,  a
w o r k i n g
method has
b e e n
establ i shed
that involves

the “clean” subjects of  the territory, making
the confiscated property a resource for the
development of  the whole socio-economic cycle.
First of  all, the local organic farmers are
involved by means of  production agreements,
and share the spirit and the rules of  the project
– they give their raw material to the
cooperatives. Similarly, several artisans are
interested, who transform the products and
confection them with the Liberaterra brand.
These activities involve several dozens persons,
for whom now the victory against the mafias
goes in parallel with the possibility of  building
a future free from the culture of  privilege and
oppression, living in their own land.

www.liberaterra.it

Cooperative "Placido Rizzotto"
Corleone, Palermo, Sicily

Cooperative "Lavoro
e non solo"
Palermo, Sicily

Community "Casa dei giovani"
Palermo, Sicily

Cooperative "Valle
del Marro"

Gioa Tauro, Calabria

Cooperative "Pio La Torre"
Palermo, Sicily

Cooperative "NoE"
Partinico, Sicily

LiberaTerra holds international
volounteer-camps every summer. For
m o r e  i n fo  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t
flare@terradelfuoco.org.



Mitrovica, despite the socio-political situation,
is a good example of  how thin the “Courtin” is
for criminal groups. Serbian and Albanian
criminals walk to the other side without
problems, sometimes simply taking some
precautions. For example, as a Belgian soldier
patrolling the streets says to Narcomafie, «They
remove the license plate just before crossing the
bridge» that links the Albanian side to “little
Bosnia”, the multiethnic neighborhood set on
the Serbian river side. «It's not unusual here in
Kosovo that a car with a Serbian license plate
that drives into the Albanian side – or vice-versa
– is shot riddle with bullets», says the soldier.
«Serbian criminals go off-river and buy heroine.
Then they ship it to Serbia as carriers and raise
up the price. Heroine is sold here in the city too
anyway», states Igor Milic, freelance in
Mitrovica. Svecan is the place where
drug-dealers and buyers meet. It is a
up-hill neighborhood of  Mitrovica
nearby the wrecks of  Trepca, former

mining complex very much efficient during Tito's
time. Here, after sunset, drugs dealing activity
is notewothy. «They meet at a big rock, along
the side of  the road. There are no lights nor
streetlamps. It's a no-man's land where police
rather not to go. Sometimes someone is shot
dead, as a score-settling between criminal
groups», says Valdete Idrizi, Mitrovica Magazine
manager, a multi-ethnic heading which is a
courageous but un-heard attempt of  cooperation
between Serbians and Albanians. It therefore
seems that only criminality manages to build
bridges.
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The city of  Mitrovica, also
known as “Berlin of  the
Balkans”, is a significant
example of  the effective
cooperation in Kosovo between
Serbian and Albanian criminal
groups. In a city divided in two,
where Serbian and Albanian
quarters are two asymmetric
and impenetrable universes,

criminality
is the only
l i n k
b e t w e e n
t h e  t w o
e t h n i c

groups: Mitrovica, in the
northern Kosovo, recalls old
Berlin where “Ossis” (eastern
Germans)  and “Wessis”
( w e s t e r n  G e r m a n s )  –
countrymen until few years
earlier – were forced by
enormous political logics to live
in a city placed now in a
territory governed by two

different administrative powers.

A wall used to seperate Berlin.
M i t r o v i c a ,  w h o s e
neighborhoods should represent
the new frontier on Kosovo, is
now divided by a river instead:
the Ibar. On the northern bank
lay Serbian districts, on the
southern one the Albanian do.
There are no meeting points,
nobody dare to cross the only
phisical ways that divide the
souls of  Mitrovica: three
bridges, constantly guarded by
Kfor soldiers, whose presence
here is much stronger that in
any other Kosovar city.

The ethnic  d ivis ion of
Mitrovica is rigorous and it is
marked by cultural and visual
elements totally asymmetric.
In the Serbian side the flag of
Belgrade waves, the alphabet
in use is Ciryllic and Christian

Ortodox is the religion faith; in
the Albanian side the flag
displays the black eagle from

Tirana, they write with Latin
letters and the Islamic religion
rules (although Nene Tereze –
Mother Teresa – is relatively
famous here, more for pride
matters rather than for faith
issues).

A new Berlin in the Balkans
Kosovo, and Mitrovica especially, is a must-cross land for most illegal activities
headed to Europe

EU MISSION in KOSOVO
The European Union Rule of  Law Mission
in Kosovo, EULEX KOSOVO, is a
deployment of  European Union (EU) police
and civilian resources to the Republic of
Kosovo as foreseen under the Ahtisaari plan.
This rule of  law mission is projected as a
continuation of  the international civil presence in Kosovo
envisaged by the United Nations Security Council Resolution
1244, although Russia and Serbia see the mission illegal. The mission
includes 2,000 police and judicial personnel, and began a four month
deployment process on 16 February 2008.

Matteo Tacconi
Narcomafie

Narcomafie is a monthly Italian
heading that focuses on organized
crime activities within the Italian
territory as well as worldwide’s.
Journalists, judges, university
professor s ,  I ta l ian  and
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e s e a r c h
institutes and civil associations
collaborate with the editing.
Organized Crime, Drugs and
Addictions, Geopolitics and
N a r c o - t r a f f i c k i n g ,

Cityzenship and Human Rights are
N a r c o m a f i e ’ s  f o c u s e s .
www.narcomafie.it
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FLARE (Freedom, Legality And Rights in
Europe) Programme is addressed to associations
and NGOs from civil society which operate in
Europe (intended as the western part of  Eurasia)
and in the Mediterranean basin and which work
on promotion of  legality and social justice. The
programme moves from the collaboration of
two Italian associations with the intent to focus
the international attention of  civil society on
the phenomenon of  organized crime.

Libera, Associations names and numbers against
mafias (www.libera.it),
is a network of  more
than 1200 associations,
groups and schools,
committed on the
Italian territory to build
u p  o r g a n i z at i o n a l
synergies between the
political and cultural
local realities capable of
promoting a culture of
legality.
The law on the social use
of  the real estate confiscated from organized
crime, the education on democratic legality, the
fight against corruption, summer camps for
antimafia education, the projects on work,
development and anti-usury activities are some
of  Libera’s  concrete  commitments .

Terra del Fuoco (www.terradelfuoco.org) is an
association for social promotion in cultural field,
founded in 2001 by a group of  young people
springing from the students’ movement in Turin,

Italy. It is an NGO operating in the field of
international cooperation. The activities are
based on four strands of  intervention: –
international cooperation and cooperation to
development – education to active citizenship
in an European context – cultural promotion
and social support to migrant communities –
social and cultural promotion in the
Mediterranean area.

There are different ways of  contrasting illegal
activities and the most important one is
undoubtedly the education to legality of  civil

society. For this reason
FLARE’s partners will
be associations working
o n  t h e
f i e l d s  o f  y o u t h
p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,
democracy promotion,
e n v i r o n m e n t a l
p r o t e c t i o n ,  d r u g
a d d i c t i o n ,
d i s a d v a n t a g e d
categories support and

human rights defence,
using different methodologies and tools that
range from theatre performances, education
programmes, workshops, trainings, seminars,
public actions to journalistic inquiries and law
proposals.
The main objective of  FLARE Programme is
the creation of  an international network which
can take up the role of  Observatory and can
carry out reports about the phenomenon of
transnational illegal activities.

A European social struggle: from the concept to reality

LET’S FLARE!

Your contribute to the newsletter is
very much welcome. If  you wish to
write an article, to point out a third
party’s article, or an event, please send
an email to flare@terradelfuoco.org

THANK YOU!


