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Between 26 June and 7 
July 2006, UN Member 
States met in New York to 
decide the future of the UN 
process on small arms and 
light weapons (SALW).  
 
The occasion was the 5-year 
review of the UN Program of 
Action (PoA), a legally non-
binding international 
agreement made in 2001 to 
tackle the illicit trade in 
SALW in all its aspects. In 
that year States agreed to 
hold two reporting meetings 
in 2003 and 2005 and to 
revisit the PoA at a Review 
Conference (RevCon) in 
2006.  

  

Once again the presence 
of the IANSA Women’s 
Network was felt strongly at a 
UN small arms meeting.  A 
number of members 
attended the UN Conference 
to Review Implementation of 
the Programme of Action on 
Small Arms & Light Weapons 
in New York between 26 
June and 7 July. Women’s 
Network members were 
NGO delegates on national 
delegations, speakers at side 

events and the IANSA 
presentation to the plenary, 
and advocates in 
governmental meetings.  The 
Women’s Network presented 
its own public event on 27 
June, ‘Women and guns: 
voices from the front line’ 
(see page 4).   
 
Throughout the Conference, 
Women’s Network members 
argued that women must be 
fully involved in small arms 

policy and practice and that 
the Outcome Document 
should mainstream a gender 
perspective into the UN 
process on small arms.   
 
However, States were unable 
to agree on any way forward 
and the Conference ended 
without an Outcome 
Document. The shape of any 
future process will be 
resolved during the First 
Committee this month. 

 

  

IANSA members had high 
hopes for the Review 
Conference. We have long 
argued that the PoA fails to 
address crucial components 
of the global small arms 
crisis, which continues to kill 
1000 people per day. There 
were signs of progress 
during the 2003 and 2005 
reporting conferences when 
a large number of States 
echoed IANSA’s concerns in 
their national statements. 
IANSA members and a host 
of likeminded States, mostly 
from Africa, Europe, and 
Latin America, reiterated the 
need for the PoA to address, 
among other things, human 

rights, the regulation of small 
arms in the hands of 
civilians, the problem of arms 
transfers to non-state actors, 
the link between small arms 
and development, assistance 
to survivors of small arms 
violence, and the highly 
gendered nature of gun 
misuse and gun injury.  
 
The PoA only makes a single 
reference to gender in its 
preamble, where it carelessly 
lumps women with children 
and the elderly. However, the 
global gun violence epidemic 
affects men and women 
differently. The vast majority 
– around 90% – of direct 
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Nine people have died and a further seven have been critically injured in US schools 
between 27 September and 2 October. Six of those killed were girls as are five of the 
critically injured. In the Amish school shooting the gunman ordered the boys out of the 
room before opening fire on the girls. In Colorado, after taking six girls hostage, the 
assailant molested them before killing one. In the last ten years, at least 261 children 
and 205 adults have been killed in school shootings around the world. A further 868 
children and adults have been injured in these shootings. 39 of the 52 incidents took 
place in the US. The US has the highest gun death rate in the developed world. An 
estimated 34% of the nation’s households contain firearms, and there are thought to 
be over 200 million firearms in private hands. As of 2004, according to the FBI’s 
unpublished Homicide Report, 49% of women are killed by firearms and 62% of 
female victims are cases of domestic violence.  
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victims and perpetrators of gun 
violence are men. But women suffer 
disproportionately given that they 
are rarely gun owners or users, and 
they experience gun violence 
differently from men. For example, 
women are particularly vulnerable 
to sexual violence at gunpoint. 
Unlike men, they are more likely to 
be killed by someone they know, 
often in their own homes and with a 
legally-owned gun. The PoA only 
addresses illicitly-held guns. 
 
Partly in response to the weakness 
of the PoA, the IANSA Women’s 
Network was founded to connect 
activists, advocates, policy experts 
and researchers around the world 
who are producing much-needed 
information about the different ways 
that women, girls and boys are 
affected by and respond to gun 
violence.  
 
Many of these impressive women 
were present throughout the 
Review Conference, as NGO 
delegates on national delegations, 
speakers at side events (notably 
the IANSA Women’s Network panel 
discussion, ‘Women and guns: 
voices from the front line’), in the 
IANSA presentation to the plenary, 
as advocates in governmental 
meetings and as lobbyists in the 
corridors of the conference. 
 
At the RevCon, the Women’s 
Network called for the inclusion of 
gendered language in the 
Conference Outcome Document, 
including a specific mention of men 
and the explicit recognition of the 
role of women’s organisations in 
preventing, combating and 
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eradicating the illicit trade in small arms and 
light weapons in all its aspects.  
 
It is clear that a large number of States 
supported our recommendations because a 
paragraph referring to gender and to 
Security Council Resolution 1325 on 
Women, Peace and Security consistently 
appeared in a number of versions of the draft 
Outcome Document produced by the 
President, Ambassador Kariyawasam of Sri 
Lanka, before and throughout the 
Conference, including in the his last 
substantial draft of 3 July. 
 
However, despite the efforts of the majority 
of governments to secure a strengthened 
PoA, agreement on almost all the major 
issues was blocked by a handful of states, 
notably the United States. In the end, the 
Review Conference failed to produce an 
Outcome Document, leaving the entire small 
arms process in question. The shape of any 
future process will now have to be resolved 
during the First Committee in October 2006. 
 
It is now more vital than ever that States, 
international organisations and civil society 
begin to proactively mainstream gender in 
small arms policy and practice at all levels. 
Failure to recognise that gun violence affects 
men and women differently and that men 
make up the majority in gun violence will 
mean that projects, activities and 
interventions will miss the mark when it 
comes to reducing suffering.  
 
A wide range of practical information has 
been generated since 2001 to assist 
policymakers with this work. The IANSA 
Women’s Network has produced a resource 
paper, ‘Gender-specific action to prevent all 
arms violence,’ which offers nine concrete 
recommendations on how to integrate 
gender into small arms policy and practice; 
the UN Coordinating Action on Small Arms 
(CASA) has produced detailed guidelines on 
how to mainstream gender in the 
implementation of the PoA; and the Centre 
for Humanitarian Dialogue has written a 

policy brief focusing specifically on men and 
guns, which also offers policy suggestions 
and questions for further research.  
 
Now is also the time to utilise existing 
binding international law to our best 
advantage. It is essential that States begin to 
recognise that the full implementation of 
Security Council Resolution 1325 will play a 
vital role in combating the illicit trade in small 
arms in all aspects, and that it should be 
interpreted to mean that women should be 
wholly involved in all small arms policy and 
practice. A number of Women’s Network 
members are also calling for 1325 to be 
interpreted to apply to ‘peaceful’ States that 
are plagued by high levels of armed violence 
such as Brazil and El Salvador.  
 
The way ahead has been charted, and the 
IANSA Women’s Network will continue 
working with States and civil society to make 
sure that gender is accurately reflected in 
small arms work all over the world. 
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IANSA Women’s Network Resource Paper: Gender-specific action to prevent all arms violence 
http://www.iansa.org/women/publications.htm#policy  
 
UN Coordinating Action on Small Arms (CASA) guidelines on how to mainstream gender in the 
implementation of the PoA http://www.un.org/events/smallarms2006/pdf/RC-CRP.3-Gender.doc  
 
Hitting the Target: Men and Guns 
http://www.hdcentre.org/datastore/Small%20arms/UN%20Process/MenandGuns.pdf  

Above: At the RevCon IANSA, CHD, and the 
Netherlands presented “Men and guns,” a photo 
exhibition examining men’s diverse roles and 
relationships to armed violence. ©Kate Holt 
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‘You focus only on political democracy but 
don’t think about the social democracy that 
we are trying to build. We tell you what we 
experience but you do not listen; you 
weaken our efforts, and you add to our 
trauma.’ (ICG Africa Report #112 2006) 
 
Peace talks in Uganda remain strained but 
hopeful, following the Ugandan 
government’s decision to extend the 
cessation of hostilities truce with the Lord’s 
Resistance Army (LRA) indefinitely. The 
truce guarantees several safe zones in 
Southern Sudan for rebel soldiers so that 
they are protected and monitored whilst a 
peace agreement is being reached. 
 
The preceding 21 years of conflict seem 
finally to have culminated in a tentative 
progression towards peace. Some things, 
however, still have not changed.  
 
Ugandan women have borne the brunt of 
the violence. They have also implemented 
community and national initiatives for 
justice and reconciliation, including drafted 
peace proposals, and they have been 
recognised by the ICG Report as one of 
‘the most advanced articulate and 
organised women’s peace movements’ 
when compared to several other African 
countries. Despite all this, women continue 
to be marginalised in the current peace 
talks. 
 
Uganda is a signatory to international 
conventions and protocols that guarantee 
non-discrimination and equality, and it is 
bound by International Humanitarian Law 
under the Geneva Conventions and by 
ICC jurisdiction. However, women’s issues 
and contributions to justice and 
reconciliation are largely ignored. There 
has been a notable lack of interest from 
the government in women’s activity during 
and after conflict. Nonetheless, Ugandan 
women have successfully established their 
own self-funded projects, implemented 
peacebuilding alternatives to violence, 
advocated the 2000 Amnesty Act, set up 
community, national and regional networks 
for women, and created counselling and 
life skills programs for survivors.  
 
Ruth Ochieng, Director of ISIS-WICCE, 
the Women’s International Cross Cultural 
Exchange, based in Uganda since 1993, 
points out several problems with the 
ongoing peace talks that are being 
addressed by the Ugandan women’s 
movement.  
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First, Uganda is littered with small 
arms and light weapons; she says 
‘Women are concerned that there be 
a comprehensive mapping of how the 
collection of these illicit arms will be 
carried out; [otherwise] they will be 
the same weapons that will be used 
when another conflict erupts.’  
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Second, the government’s agreement 
for the cessation of hostilities does not 
include ‘grievous bodily harm and the 
violation of women’s bodies as one of 
the ways of inflicting hostilities […] 
brokers of the ongoing negotiations 
need to include the end of violence 
against women as one of the key 
components in the cessation of 
hostilities and respect of women.’  
 
Third, although some women are 
included by the LRA at a deputy level, 

‘women in Uganda are […] 
disappointed by the Uganda 
government’s failure to include any 
women on its negotiation team […] 
despite the government commitment 
to gender sensitive policies and 
affirmative action.’  
 
UN Security Council Resolution 1325 
on Women, Peace and Security, 
which will celebrate its sixth 
anniversary this month, calls on all 
States to recognise the essential role 
of women in post-conflict 
reconstruction. On behalf of women in 
Uganda, Ochieng declares ‘It is a 
woman’s right to participate in any 
process that concerns her wellbeing, 
and Resolution 1325 has 
comprehensively articulated this 
concern.’  
 
Ugandan women, despite a lack of 
funding, interest or support from the 
government, have continued to fight 
for relief, justice and change for the 
betterment of all Ugandans and need 
to be recognised as a vital component 
of effective transitional justice.  
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September 17th, 2006 marked the 
first Global Day for Darfur worldwide. 
Conceived by NGOs working in 
Southern Sudan, it also marks the 
first anniversary of the 2005 UN 
World Summit Outcome Document 
where the “responsibility to protect” – 
to take collective action …if national 
authorities manifestly fail to protect 
their populations from genocide, war 
crimes, ethnic cleansing and crimes 
against humanity –  was given the 
status of an international doctrine.  
 
Genocide and gender-based 
violence, whilst acknowledged by the 
international community, are strictly 
denied by the government. Khartoum 
has stated that any UN peacekeeping 
troops entering Darfur will be met 
with armed resistance. Groups 
around the world gathered in 
peaceful demonstrations and protests 
in order to highlight the urgent need 
for civilian protection and to show 
support for the people of Darfur.  For 
more information on the Global Day 
for Darfur, visit 
http://www.dayfordarfur.org/index.asp 

For more news related to women 
and armed violence around the 
world, visit the news section of the 
IANSA Women’s Network Portal: 
http://www.iansa.org/women  
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On 27 June at the UN Review 
Conference on Small Arms in New 
York, the Women’s Network 
presented a public event on women, 
gender and armed violence, ‘Women 
and guns: voices from the front line.’ 
The purpose was to provide a unique 
opportunity for women working to 
prevent armed violence to share their 
experiences, insights and policy 
recommendations. Chaired by IANSA 
Director Rebecca Peters, it featured 
presentations by four Women’s 
Network members. It also launched a 
new Women’s Network publication, 
‘Survivors- women affected by gun 
violence speak out,’ which presents 
women’s experiences of gun violence 
in their own words (see page 5), and 
a photo exhibition on women in Brazil. 
 
Women and Girls in Contexts of 
Armed Violence: a Case Study on 
Rio de Janeiro 
Jessica Galeria of Viva Rio in Brazil 
and Tatiana Moura from Coimbra 
University in Portugal presented the 
results of their groundbreaking 
research on the role of women and 
girls in contexts of armed violence in 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. This year-long 
project analysed women’s needs and 
perceptions regarding involvement 
and/or participation in armed violence, 
the impact of violence on their lives, 
and formal and informal responses to 
violence.  
 
Although men are still more likely to 
be directly involved in armed violence, 
women’s informal involvement in 
armed violence has increased 
dramatically over the past few years 
and includes roles such as 
transporting weapons, hiding/holding 
weapons, being used as an 
information source or lookout, as well 
as providing psychological 
encouragement for men to use 
weapons. Teenage girls tend to 
become involved in armed violence 
for recognition, acceptance, money, 
drugs, and adventure. Women’s 
involvement, however, is usually 
motivated by family needs, 
unemployment, and the need to be 
the ‘breadwinner.’  
 
Jessica and Tatiana recommend that 
Security Council Resolution 1325 be 
interpreted to apply to contexts of 
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formal peace as well as war, and that 
national gun laws be strengthened and 
joined up with domestic violence legislation. 
The links between gun violence and violence 
against women should be made clearer to 
health professionals and police in order to 
facilitate the development of strategies to 
incorporate additional safety measures, for 
example searching and apprehending guns 
in cases of domestic violence. 
 

 
 
An ex-combatant from Uganda, who tells her 
story in ‘Survivors- women affected by gun 
violence speak out’ ©Shingo Ogawa 
 
Women’s Bodies as Battlegrounds; Are 
the Consequences a Global Concern?  
Ruth Ojiambo Ochieng of Isis International 
Women’s Cross Cultural Exchange in 
Uganda spoke about women’s bodies as a 
battleground in Uganda and the implications 
for global policy. She highlighted the 
importance of sharing women’s experiences 
and learning from the past; of involving 
survivors in conflict resolution and conflict 
transformation; and of developing women’s 
capacities to hold those involved 
accountable. It is essential that gender-
based violence be investigated at a 
grassroots level, with a focus on action by 
women. Small arms and light weapons 
impact on women physically, sexually, 
psychologically and mentally, both 
individually and at the community level. They 
break down social relations, exacerbate 
poverty, increase displacement and 
dependence, and facilitate the spread of 
diseases. Although States claim to 
understand this, in reality women’s needs 
are still not prioritised, and women’s rights 
are marginalised, as are their contributions 

and ideas for the reduction of small 
arms in DDR processes.  
 
Ruth called on all women to support the 
global campaign for women’s human 
rights. She concluded by recommending 
that support networks be created for 
survivors; special funds be mobilised to 
address sexual violence and its 
aftermath in armed conflict; national 
laws be engendered and strengthened; 
DDR programmes take into account the 
different needs of all combatants and 
survivors; safe environments be 
ensured for returnees; and that the 
production, buying and selling of small 
arms be made more transparent.  
 
Living Under the Barrel of Guns: The 
Mothers for Peace in Mindanao 
Patricia Sarenas of the Mindanao 
Commission on Women gave a 
presentation about women’s activism 
against gun violence in Mindanao, 
Philippines. The movement for peace in 
Mindanao recognises that war 
engenders hatred and anger and allows 
violence to be a way of life. It argues 
that there must be a movement from 
national security to human security to 
address the triggers of violence: political 
decisions and actions marginalising the 
Moro people, leading to militarisation, 
prejudice and biases, corruption, 
political feuds and the proliferation of 
small arms.  
 
Local campaigns against family feuds 
harness the collective strength of 
women and recognise the instrumental 
and invaluable role of women in conflict 
resolution. The ‘If Women Negotiated 
the Peace Agreement’ project highlights 
community consultations and dialogue 
between all groups, arguing that ‘if 
women negotiated the peace agreement 
it would be more than just a settlement. 
It would be fair and enduring. It would 
be wise.’  
 
The Mindanao Women’s Peace Summit 
in February 2006 recognised the 
importance of women’s involvement in 
peace processes as mandated by 
Security Council Resolution 1325; 
alternative methods of DDR that take 
into consideration security and socio-
cultural realities; the inclusion of women 
in the design, implementation and 
monitoring of DDR programmes; and 
the need for specific programmes aimed 
at arms reduction, improved justice 
systems, and peace and order. 
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Beyond Victimhood: Women©s 
Peacebuilding in Sudan, Congo and 
Uganda  
International Crisis Group Africa Report 
N°112  
http://www.crisisgroup.org/home/index.cf
m?id=4186&l=1  
 
Broken Bodies, Broken Dreams: 
Violence Against Women Exposed 
This new photo book by the Integrated 
Regional Information Networks (IRIN) 
documents the cycle of violence that 
women and girls face throughout their 
lives.  http://www.irinnews.org/broken-
bodies/Images-with-Testimonies.asp  
 

 

  

Call for Grant Applications: UN Trust 
Fund in Support of Actions to 
Eliminate Violence Against Women 
The UN Trust Fund to End Violence 
Against Women is accepting 
applications. With grants ranging from 
$25,000 to $125,000, trust fund projects 
conduct public education and 
awareness campaigns, build coalitions, 
involve law-enforcement, judicial and 
government agencies, train educators, 
healthcare personnel and officials to 
respond to and prevent violence. For 
further information on how to apply for a 
Trust Fund grant in your region 
(including application deadline) visit 
http://www.unifem.org/gender_issues/vi
olence_against_women/trust_fund_guid
elines.php  
 
Grant: Global Fund for Women 
Grants 
The Global Fund for Women (GFW) 
aims to support women©s groups that 
advance the human rights of women 
and girls. GFW works to strengthen 
women©s groups based outside the 
United States by providing small, flexible 
and timely grants ranging from US$500 
to US$20,000 for operating and project 
expenses. GFW values local expertise 
and believes that women themselves 
know best how to determine their needs 
and propose solutions for lasting 
change. The groups considered for 
funding are working on issues that 
include Building Peace & Ending 
Gender-Based Violence. For detailed 
guidelines and application procedures: 
http://www.globalfundforwomen.org/3gra
nt/index.html 
 
Call for Applications: 2007 Human 
Rights Advocates Program at 
Colombia University 
The Human Rights Advocates Program 
(HRAP) at Columbia University is 
designed to prepare proven human 
rights leaders from the Global South and 
marginalised communities in the US to 
participate in national and international 
policy debates on globalisation by 
building their skills, knowledge and 
contacts. The Program features a 
residency at Columbia University in New 
York City with a structured curriculum of 
advocacy, networking, skills-building 

� � � � � � � � � � � �� � and academic coursework. The 
application deadline is 3 October 2006. 
For more information visit 
http://www.columbia.edu/cu/humanright
s/training/adv/hradv_pgm.htm  
 
Call for Submissions: International 
Museum of Women: ‘War & Dialogue’ 
We are all touched by war in some way, 
whether you are living in a conflict zone 
or have never personally experienced 
war. We are interested in hearing your 
experiences. Submit your work to the 
Imagining Ourselves exhibit at 
http://imaginingourselves.imow.org/pb/C
allForSubmissions.aspx?lang=1  
 
Call for Applications: Training 
Programme on Gender and 
Peacebuilding 
This course will explore how 
understanding of gendered social 
constructions can help in addressing 
gender inequalities and promote gender 
equity and cultures of peace. Contextual 
texts used in the training will include UN 
Security Council Resolution 1325 and 
CEDAW. The application deadline is 27 
November 2006 for applicants needing 
a visa for Romania, and 10 January 
2007 for applicants who do not. For 
more information, visit 
http://www.transcend.org/  
 
Sign the Kampala Resolution on 
Women, Peace and Conflict 
http://www.petitiononline.com/WmnPeac
e/ 

� � � �	 � � � � 	 � � � ��	 � � ��� � �
�� � � � �� � � � � �� �� � �� � 	 
 �
 
Survivors –  women affected by 
gun violence speak out 
Launched by the IANSA Women’s 
Network at the UN Small Arms 
Review Conference, ‘Survivors’ 
presents women’s experiences of 
gun violence in their own words. 
These experiences range from 
torture in Central Africa to 
domestic violence in Europe; from 
crossfire in Asia to grieving the 
loss of a murdered child in the 
Americas. Harrowing and at times 
hopeful, the 16 stories paint a 
picture of the impact of guns on 
ordinary women’s lives.  It is 
available online at: 
http://www.iansa.org/women/docu
ments/survivors-for-web.pdf.  
 
IANSA Women’s Network 
Resource Paper: Gender-
specific action to prevent small 
arms violence 
This policy paper contains nine 
concrete recommendations on 
how States can mainstream a 
gender perspective into their work 
on small arms and light weapons. 
http://www.iansa.org/women/docu
ments/IANSA-Womens-Network-
Resource-Paper-Sept2006.pdf  
 
Information Kit on Women and 
Guns 
The IANSA Secretariat celebrated 
International Women’s Day by 
launching a new information kit on 
women and guns containing 
information and policy 
recommendations on gun violence 
in the home, on armed conflict, 
and the IANSA Women’s Network.  
http://www.iansa.org/women/docu
ments/Women-and-Guns-
Information-Kit.pdf.   

� � � �	 � � � � 	 � � � �

Cycles of Violence: Gender 
Relations and Armed Conflict 
This book describes ACORD©s 
research and planning in Juba 
(Sudan), Gulu (Uganda), Luanda 
(Angola), Timbukta (Mali) and the 
Lower Shabelle region (Somalia).  
The authors examine the impact of 
war on gender relations and whether 
they contribute to conflict. They find 
that, gender is a factor in perpetuating 
violence, but also a factor in 
rebuilding social relations and peace. 
http://www.acord.org.uk/cycles_of_vio
lence.pdf  
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in the Great Lakes Region of Africa and 
examines how more women can be 
included at all levels of political life. It 
concludes that an increase in the 
participation of women in conflict 
resolution and peacebuilding may lead to 
less sexual violence. It makes suggestions 
for how more women can be involved in 
politics in Burundi, Rwanda and the DRC.  
http://www.prio.no/files/file47078_prio-
care_report_women_and_reconciliation.pd
f?PHPSESSID=4563d45e1f1dd5138f79f9
10d0e7bd91  
 
Russian Federation: Nowhere to turn to 
- Violence against women in the family 
Violence against women in the Russian 
Federation is one of the most pervasive, 
yet hidden human rights abuses, 
according to a new report by Amnesty 
International. 70 per cent of married 
women had been subjected to one or 
another form of violence by their husband, 
and the Russian govt reported to CEDAW 
that one woman dies every hour through 
intimate partner violence. 
http://web.amnesty.org/library/pdf/EUR460
562005ENGLISH/$File/EUR4605605.pdf  
 
Securing the Peace: Guiding the 
International Community towards 
Women’s Effective Participation 
throughout Peace Processes 
This UNIFEM publication highlights the 
importance of women’s involvement at all 
stages of a peace process in order to 
ensure sustainable long-term peace. It 
provides concrete recommendations to 
support women’s effective participation 
peace processes, promote gender-
sensitive peace negotiations and 
agreements, and encourage the 
mainstreaming of a gender perspective in 
the implementation of peace accords. 
http://www.womenwarpeace.org/issues/pe
aceprocess/Securing_the_Peace.pdf  
 
WHO Multi-country Study on Women’s 
Health and Domestic Violence Against 
Women 
The first-ever World Health Organisation 
(WHO) study on domestic violence reveals 
that intimate partner violence is the most 
common form of violence in women’s 
lives. The study is based on interviews 
with more than 24,000 women from rural 
and urban areas in 10 countries: 
Bangladesh, Brazil, Ethiopia, Japan, 
Namibia, Peru, Samoa, Serbia and 
Montenegro, Thailand and Tanzania. 
http://www.who.int/gender/violence/who_m
ulticountry_study/en/index.html 
 

� � � � � �� ��� � 	 
 ��� 	 � 
 � � ��� � �� � � �� �� �� � � � �
 

on Prevention of and Response to 
Sexual Violence in Emergencies 
The guidelines are the latest step in an 
international effort to prevent and respond 
effectively to sexual violence in emergency 
settings. They outline a range of activities 
to be undertaken, including: putting 
women in charge of emergency food 
distribution to minimise the risk of sexual 
exploitation and abuse; working with 
displaced communities to make sure 
women are not vulnerable to attack on 
their way to latrines or to collect wood; and 
providing medical care and psychological 
support for victims of sexual violence. 
http://www.reliefweb.int/library/documents/
2005/iasc-gen-30sep.pdf  
 
The Post War Moment: Female Fighters 
in Sierra Leone 
Women in Sierra Leone have many 
different experiences of war. They have 
been victims and perpetrators, civilians 
and combatants. In post-war society many 
of these women are unsure of their legal 
status. This paper addresses the moment 
just after the cessation of hostilities and 
peace accords, traces the situation of 
young formerly abducted women and 
analyses their experiences of DDR. 
http://migration.wits.ac.za/CoulterWP.pdf  
 
Protection of Civilians: Bridging the 
Protection Gap 
In spite of their protected status, civilian 
populations are intentionally and illegally 
targeted by warring parties throughout the 
world for both strategic and tactical 
reasons. This paper examines the issues 
of sexual violence against women, 
violence against children, violence against 
internally displaced persons (IDPs) and 
refugees, and the three trends of limited 
humanitarian access, targeting 
humanitarian staff and impunity. 
http://www.wiltonpark.org.uk/documents/c
onferences/WP766/pdfs/WP766.pdf  
 
Reconciled to Violence: State Failure to 
Stop Domestic Abuse and Abduction of 
Women in Kyrgyzstan  
This Human Rights Watch report argues 
that although Kyrgyzstan has progressive 
laws on violence against women, police 
and authorities fail to implement them. 
Women remain in danger and without 
access to justice. 
http://hrw.org/reports/2006/kyrgyzstan090
6/  
 
Resolution 1325: From Rhetoric to 
Practice© 
This report by the International Peace 
Research Institute, Oslo (PRIO) and 
CARE Norway looks at the lives of women 

� � � �	 � � � � 	 � � � �
� � � ��� � � � �

Documenting Sexual Violence in 
Conflict: Data and Methods - An 
Annotated Bibliography  
This bibliography was prepared by the 
Alliance for Direct Action against Rape 
in Conflicts & Crises (AllianceDARC) 
as background research for a 
discussion paper on challenges 
relating to the documentation of sexual 
violence in conflict. 
http://dcaf.dev.isn.ch/allianceDARC/_bi
bliography.cfm  
 
Documenting Women’s Rights 
Violations by Non-state Actors 
This manual by Rights & Democracy 
and Women Living Under Muslim Laws 
has tools for human rights activists and 
defenders who investigate violence 
against women by non-state actors. 
http://www.dd-
rd.ca/site/_PDF/publications/women/N
on-State.pdf  
 
Elimination of Violence Against 
Women in Partnership with Men 
This publication encompasses material 
prepared for a workshop on eliminating 
violence against women. The paper 
and the inventory of organisations and 
initiatives are aimed at highlighting 
ideas, concepts, policies, approaches 
and strategies for a greater 
involvement and engagement of men 
to eliminate gender violence. 
http://www.unescap.org/esid/GAD/Publ
ication/DiscussionPapers/15/series15-
main-text.pdf  
 
Gender Analysis as a Tool for 
Multilateral Negotiators in the Small 
Arms Context 
This chapter in a new compilation by 
UNIDIR, Disarmament as 
Humanitarian Action: From Perspective 
to Practice, argues that one way to 
counter the cost of small arms violence 
is to increase our understanding of the 
role played by prolific small arms and 
light weapons in reinforcing and 
maintaining gender-specific violence 
and power imbalances between men 
and women, young and old. 
lhttp://www.unidir.org/pdf/articles/pdf-
art2483.pdf  
 
Guidelines for Gender-based 
Violence Interventions in 
Humanitarian Settings - Focusing 
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Women and Girls in Contexts of 
Armed Violence. A Case Study on Rio 
de Janeiro 
This Bulletin from the Peace Studies 
Group of the University of Coimbra 
examines a two-year research project 
on the different roles played by women 
in these contexts and, thus, to 
deconstruct the widely-held gendered 
stereotypes linking peace and femininity 
versus violence and masculinity. It 
focuses particularly on the continuum of 
violence, the uniqueness of men and 
women’s behaviour models, and the 
scale and categorisations of war.  
 
Women in an Insecure World: 
Violence against Women - Facts, 
Figures and Analysis 
This book published by the Geneva 
Centre for the Democratic Control of 
Armed Forces (DCAF) takes stock of 
the scope and magnitude of violence 
experienced by women and highlights 
the active role women can have in 
peacemaking and post-conflict 
reconstruction. 
 
It provides analytical data and statistics, 
legal documents and policy 
recommendations complemented by 
feature stories and illustrations. The 
study is based on interviews with more 
than 24,000 women from rural and 
urban areas in 10 countries: 
Bangladesh, Brazil, Ethiopia, Japan, 
Namibia, Peru, Samoa, Serbia and 
Montenegro, Thailand and Tanzania.   
http://www.dcaf.ch/women/pb_women_e
x_sum.pdf   
 
Women in Armed Opposition Groups 
in Africa and the Promotion of 
International Humanitarian Law and 
Human Rights 
This report by Geneva Call is the result 
of a workshop in Ethiopia which brought 
together 39 women leaders from civil 
society and armed opposition groups.  
Every section contains lessons learned 
and recommendations. 
http://www.isn.ethz.ch/pubs/ph/details.cf
m?id=22286  
 
Women©s Bodies as a Battleground: 
Sexual Violence against Women and 
Girls During the War in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo, 
South Kivu (1996-2003) 
Combatants on all sides of the conflict in 
Eastern DRC have been and are using 

*
 � � �� �

sexual violence as a weapon of war. Acts 
of sexual violence continue to be 
committed with unprecedented cruelty, 
the perpetrators inflicting the most 
humiliating and degrading treatment on 
their victims that they can devise. This 
report by International Alert documents 
the violation of women’s human rights 
during the war, examines the socio-
cultural roots of this violence and the 
different forms it takes, and suggests a 
range of practical options to counter 
discrimination and inertia. 
http://www.international-
alert.org/publications/getdata.php?doctyp
e=Pdf&id=32 
 
Women’s Rights: a “ Human Rights 
Quarterly”  Reader  
This special collection of "Human Rights 
Quarterly" articles brings together in a 
single volume 19 of the most compelling 
articles written on women©s human rights 
issues.  
http://www.press.jhu.edu/books/title_pag
es/9066.html  
 

� � #�� � ( � 	 �
 
Worldwide: 21 September 2006 
International Day of Peace 
Established by a United Nations 
resolution in 1981, the International Day 
of Peace was first celebrated 
September 1982. The International Day 
of Peace provides an opportunity for 
individuals, organisations and nations to 
create practical acts of Peace on a 
shared date. For more information on 
worldwide events, visit 
http://www.internationaldayofpeace.org/ 
 
Florence, Italy: 25-28 September 
2006  
Expert Group Meeting on the 
Elimination of all Forms of 
Discrimination and Violence against 
the Girl Child 
This meeting, hosted by the UNICEF 
Innocenti Research Centre, will 
contribute to a further understanding on 
the issue of the elimination of all forms 
of discrimination and violence against 
the girl child and assist the Commission 
in its deliberations. For more 
information please visit 
http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/  

�

+� �� ( � 	 �
 
USA: October 
Domestic Violence Awareness 
Month  
Domestic Violence Awareness month, 
celebrated nationally around the USA, 
was founded by the National Coalition 
against Domestic Violence in 1987. 
That same year the national toll-free 
hotline was created and in 1989 the 
first Domestic Violence Awareness 
Month Commemorative Legislation 
was passed by the U.S. Congress. 
Purple ribbons will be distributed all 
month to promote awareness of 
domestic violence and its effects on 
victims and those close to victims. For 
more information, visit 
http://www.ncadv.org  
 
Worldwide: 16 October 2006 
Rural Women’s Day  
Rural women represent more than a 
quarter of the world population. The 
purpose of Rural Women’s Day is to 
raise the profile of these women by 
sensitising both government and 
public to their crucial, yet largely 
unrecognised roles, and promoting 
action in their support. For more 
information, visit http://www.rural-
womens-day.org/ 
 
San Diego, California: 18-20 
October 2006 
International Conference: Who©s 
making policy? What difference 
does it make? 
International resolutions and 
agreements call for women to be at all 
policymaking tables. This is the third 
conference at the Joan B. Kroc 
Institute for Peace & Justice on the 
shaping of peacemaking, 
peacekeeping, and peacebuilding 
policies when women are more 
engaged.  
 
Delegates and speakers will explore 
positive outcomes, as well as inherent 
roadblocks, in efforts to hold 
governments, political parties, 
peacekeepers, armed forces, 
corporations, religious institutions and 
civil society accountable for progress 
in incorporating women as essential 
partners and voices in peace 
negotiations, demobilisation and 
disarmament, reconciliation, 
reconstruction and development, and 
creation of new constitutions. For 
more information contact 
WPMconference@sandiego.edu  
 

� � � � � �� ��� � 	 
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If you are interested in 
contributing an article for the 
Bulletin or if you know of news, 
announcements, new resources 
or upcoming events that may be 
of interest to Women’s Network 
members, please email us at  
women@iansa.org  
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Women have taken a leading role in efforts 
to prevent gun violence all over the world.  

Despite this, they remain underrepresented 
in small arms policy and practice.  The 

IANSA Women’s Network was founded to 
connect organisations working on violence 

against women and women’s issues with the 
global campaign to control the proliferation 

and misuse of small arms and to ensure this 
campaign reflects women’s concerns and 

reality.  It aims to build a united and dynamic 
movement of women resisting gun violence 

around the world. 

IANSA Women’s Network members come 
from a diverse range of organisations from 

every region in the world.  They are working 
to mobilise popular opinion against the 

proliferation and misuse of small arms, lobby 
for policy change at the national, regional 

and international levels, and produce much-
needed information about the different ways 
in which gun violence affects women, men, 

girls and boys. 

The IANSA Secretariat supports the work of 
Women’s Network members by promoting 

their work to the larger disarmament 
community, particularly at the UN level, 

producing information on topics related to 
women, gender and small arms and acting 
as a focal point for global policy on gender 
and small arms.  The Women’s Network 

portal, www.iansa.org/women, contains the 
Network’s quarterly Bulletin, Women at 

Work: Preventing Gun Violence, as well as 
news and resources on women, gender and 

small arms. 

 

 

IANSA Women’s Network 

International Action Network on Small 
Arms (IANSA) 

Development House 
56-64 Leonard Street 

London EC2A 4LT 

UK 
 

 

Email: women@iansa.org  

Web: www.iansa.org/women  

 

 

The IANSA Women’s Network is funded by 
the Government of Norway. 

 
 

Washington, DC, USA: 23 
October-17 November 2006 
CEDPA Women Lead in 
Promoting Peace and Stability 
When countries emerge from 
conflict, there is a window of 
opportunity to advance women’s 
leadership, foster democratic 
culture and create new policy 
frameworks, governing structures 
and institutions. Enhancing the 
leadership, management and 
advocacy skills of women ensures 
that they are able to effectively 
participate in and shape peace 
processes and post-conflict 
reconstruction. Their involvement 
improves stability, ensures 
accountability and fosters 
government inclusiveness. CEDPA 
provides a supportive and 
participatory learning environment 
for south-south exchange of best 
practices and experiences, 
technical depth, strategy 
development and skill building. For 
more information please visit 
http://www.cedpa.org/section/trainin
g/womenlead.  
 

� � 
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Worldwide: 25 November, 2006 
International Day for the 
Elimination of Violence against 
Women 
Violence against women is perhaps 
the most shameful human rights 
violation. And it is perhaps the most 
pervasive. It knows no boundaries 
of geography, culture, or wealth. As 
long as it continues, we cannot 
claim to be making real progress 
towards equality, development, and 
peace. (UN Secretary General Kofi 
Annan). For more information 
please visit 
http://www.un.org/womenwatch/asp
/user/list.asp?ParentID=10270 

�
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Brussels, Belgium: 4-6 December 
2006 
Peacekeeping, Reconstruction 
and Stability Operations 2006 
QPC’s Peacekeeping Conference 
will bring together national 
parliaments from European, African 

and US countries, representatives of 
governments, and the military from all 
three continents and international and 
non-governmental organisations. The 
conference will provide an opportunity 
for detailed discussion of past and 
present joint operations and coherent 
integration in Africa. For more 
information, visit 
http://www.iqpc.com/cgi-
bin/templates/genevent.html?event=111
30&topic=221.  
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London, UK: 5-6 January 2007 
International Conference: Gender and 
Human Rights  
Five years after the Human Rights Act 
1998 came into force, UK academics 
and campaigners are beginning to ask 
whether, and how, the Act can be used 
to advance gender equality. This 
conference will explore a range of 
urgent questions about the immediate 
relevance of human rights to those 
campaigning around gender and social 
inequalities that intersect with gender. 
For more information, visit 
http://www.kent.ac.uk/clgs/events/clgslib
ertyHRconf.htm 
 
New York, NY USA: 15 January- 2 
February 2007 
CEDAW 37th Session of the United 
Nations Committee on the 
Elimination of Discrimination against 
Women 
The annual session will examine the 
reports of the following States party to 
the Convention on the Elimination of all 
Forms of Discrimination against Women 
(CEDAW): Tajikistan, Austria, 
Azerbaijan, Colombia, Greece, India, 
Kazakhstan, Maldives, Namibia, 
Netherlands, Nicaragua, Peru, Poland, 
Suriname, and Vietnam. For more 
information, visit 
http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/ced
aw/37sess.htm 
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